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This wasn't the same Enoch Cain whom Vanadium had known three years ago in Spruce Hills. That man had been utterly ruthless but not a wild,

raging animal, coldly determined but never obsessive. That Cain had been too calculating and too self-controlled to have been swept into the

emotional frenzy required to produce this blood graffiti and to act out the symbolic mutilation of Bartholomew with a knife..Every time Junior

glanced back, Vanadium was following his wake through the throng. Stocky but almost gliding. Grim and grimmer. Hideous. And closer..MONEY

FOR THE DEAD. The decomposing flesh of a beloved wife and an unborn baby transmuted into a fortune was an achievement that put to shame

the alchemists' dreams of turning lead to gold..LATE TUESDAY AFTERNOON in Bright Beach, as a darker blue and iridescent tide rolled across

the sky, seagulls rowed toward their safe harbors, and on the land below, shadows that had been upright at work all day now stretched out,

recumbent, preparing for the night..The baby felt too light to be real. She weighed five pounds fourteen ounces, but she seemed lighter than air, as

though she might float up and out of her aunt's arms..In that slow, flat delivery with which Junior was becoming increasingly impatient, Detective

Vanadium said, "We all were, Doctor. It was another election year, remember? More than once during that campaign, I could've chugged ipecac.

What else would work if I wanted to have a good vomit?".Agnes hadn't asked him to keep his strange feat a secret from his uncles. In truth, she had

come home in such a curious state of mind that even as she'd worked with Jacob to prepare dinner and even as she'd overseen Edom's setting of the

table, she hesitated to tell them what had happened on the run from Joey's grave to the station wagon. She fluctuated between guarded euphoria and

fear bordering on panic, and she didn't trust herself to recount the experience until she had taken more time to absorb it..The possibility that he'd

left a clear fingerprint on the watch crystal had to be judged remote. And the band had been too textured to take a print useful to the police..Round

one hit Ichabod in the left thigh, because Junior fired while bringing the weapon up from his side, but the next two were solid torso scores. This

was not bad for an amateur, even if the distance to target was nearly short enough to define their encounter as hand-to-hand combat, and Junior

decided that if the deformation of his left foot hadn't prevented him from fighting in Vietnam, he would have acquitted himself exceptionally well

in the war..Even a cool day on the pie route could produce a good sweat by journey's end, because with the addition of the men to this ambitious

project, they now not only made deliveries but also performed some chores that were a problem for the elderly or disabled..It wasn't as if this was

Junior's first encounter with a dead body. In the past few years, he'd become as comfortable with the deceased as any mortician might be. They

were as unremarkable to him as cupcakes were to a baker..Kitchen to dining room, dining room to hallway, keeping his back to the wall, easing

quickly along, then into the foyer. Wait here, listening..He snatched up the wine list before she could look at it. "If you're paying, then I'm ordering

whatever costs the most, regardless of what it tastes like.".Until Nolly, Kathleen's life had been as short on romance as a saltless saltine is short on

flavor. Her childhood and even her adolescence were so colorless that she'd settled on dentistry as a career because it seemed, by comparison to

what she knew, to be an exotic and exciting profession. She'd dated a few men, but all were boring and none was kind. Ballroom-dancing

lessons-and ultimately competitions-promised the romance that dentistry and dating hadn't provided, but even dancing was somewhat a

disappointment until her instructor introduced Kathleen to this balding, bull-necked, lumpy, utterly wonderful Romeo..Yet that evening, when she'd

accepted his proposal and asked if he wasn't frightened, he said, "Not anymore.".Tom Vanadium was too unnerved by the Cain scare to be

interested in the newspaper anymore. The strong black coffee, superb before, tasted bitter now..As shaken as she had been at Phimie's side, she

couldn't trust her memory. Perhaps she hadn't seen what she thought she'd seen..I Junior didn't believe in ghosts, anyway. He believed in flesh and

bone, stone and mortar, money and power, himself and the future..The doors were unlocked on a pickup parked next to the Pontiac. Junior lifted the

granny onto the front seat of the truck. She was so light, so unpleasantly angular, and she rustled so much that she might have been a new species

of giant mutant insect that mimicked human appearance. He was glad, after all, that he hadn't killed her: Granny's prickly--bur spirit might have

proved to be as difficult to eradicate as a cockroach infestation. With a shudder, he tossed her purse on top of her, and slammed the truck

door..Police identified Junior as the prime suspect, and newspapers featured his photograph in most stories. They referred to him as "handsome,"

"dashing," "a man with movie-star good looks." He was said to be well known in San Francisco's avant-garde arts community. He got a thrill when

he discovered that Sklent was quoted as calling him "a charismatic figure, a deep thinker, a man -with exquisite artistic taste .... so clever he could

get away with murder as easily as anyone else might get away with double-parking. " "It's people like him," Sklent continued, "who confirm the

view of the world that informs my painting.".Deeply distressed that he was planning the funeral of a man as young as Joe Lampion, whom he had

liked and admired, Panglo paused to express his disbelief and to murmur comforting words, more to himself than to Jacob, as each decision was

made. With one hand on the chosen casket, he said, "Unbelievable, a traffic accident, and on the very day his son is born. So sad. So terribly

sad."."If you're a dowser, better dowse," said Licky, coming up alongside him and looking sidelong into his face. "And if you're not, you'd better

dowse all the same. That way you'll stay above ground longer.".He shook his head. "I think he's evil, not crazy. And stupid in the way that evil

often is. Too arrogant and too vain to be aware of his stupidity-and therefore always tangled up in traps of his own making. But nonetheless

dangerous for being stupid. In fact, far more dangerous than a wiser man with a sense of consequences.".The receptionist, Rebecca, had stayed late,

just to keep company with Barty in the waiting room. As she settled into a chair beside the boy, he asked her if she knew what gravity was on

Mars, and when she confessed ignorance, he said, "Only thirty-seven percent what it is here. You can really jump on Mars.".Then the boy put new
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and puzzling shadings on his meaning when he said, "Daddy died here, but he didn't die every place I am.".A cold wetness just above the crook of

his left elbow. A sting. A tourniquet of flexible rubber tubing had been tied around his left arm, to make a vein swell more visibly, and the sting

had been the prick of a hypodermic needle..Junior glimpsed Vanadium first in profile-and then, as the cop rode down and away, only the back of

his head. He hadn't seen this man in almost three years, yet he was instantly certain that this was no coincidental look-alike. Here went the

filthy-scabby-monkey spirit itself..The infant Bartholomew was here in San Francisco. He must be found. He must be dispatched. By the time

Junior devised a plan of action to locate the child, he was so hot with anger that he was sweating, and he stripped off one of his two pairs of

briefs..Far from idiotic, Junior's cause was his survival and salvation, and he committed himself to it with every fiber of his body, with all of his

mind and heart..His patience exhausted, the pianist wrenched his hand out of Junior's grip. He glanced around nervously, certain that they must be

the center of attention, but of course the reception guests were lost in their witless conversations, or they were gaga over the maudlin paintings, and

no one was aware of this quiet little drama..II. Otter.Now he had to focus on being ready for the evening of January 12: the reception for Celestina

White's art show. She had adopted her sister's baby. Little Bartholomew was in her care; and soon, the kid would be within Junior's

reach..Matching his mother's whisper, taking obvious delight in their conspiracy, he said, "Our own secret society.".No longer able to judge the

boy's degree of sleepiness by his eyes, she relied on him to tell her when to stop reading. At his request, she closed the book after forty-seven

pages, at the end of Chapter 2.."Oh, sure, I know," Mary said. "But when it's a bad place, you feel it before you go in. So you just go around to the

next place that isn't bad. No big deal.".For a driver who had just engaged in a demolition derby with a house, the mummified man was steady on his

feet and unhesitant in his actions. He turned to Harrison White and shot him twice in the chest..After a while, a voice broke the vacuum-perfect

silence. Bob Chicane. His instructor..After a while, Franklin Chan asked, "Do you want me with you when you tell him?"."This is for Zelda,"

Junior said, ramming forward across the threshold with the knife..You scrawl names on the walls with your own blood, play Psycho with a

Sheetrock stand-in for Janet Leigh-and then fly off to Reno for a weekend of blackjack, stage shows, and all-you-can-eat buffets. Not likely..If the

detective believed that Seraphim had been raped, his natural desire to exact vengeance for his friend's daughter might motivate him to commit the

relentless harassment that Junior had endured now for four days..scraps of night that have lingered long after dawn dart agitatedly in and out of the

tree, from branch to branch,.Ferocious pirates, ruthless secret agents, brain-eating aliens from distant galaxies, super criminals hell-bent on ruling

the world, bloodthirsty vampires, face-gnawing werewolves, savage Gestapo thugs, mad scientists, satanic cultists, insane carnival freaks,

hate-crazed Ku Klux Klansmen, knife-worshiping thrill killers, and emotionless robot soldiers from other planets had slashed, stabbed, burned,

shot, gouged, torn, clubbed, crushed, stomped, hanged, bitten, eviscerated, beheaded, poisoned, drowned, radiated, blown up, mangled, mutilated,

and tortured uncounted victims in the pulp magazines that Paul had been reading since childhood. Yet not one scene in those hundreds upon

hundreds of issues of colorful tales withered a corner of his soul as did a glimpse of Barty's empty sockets. The sight wasn't in the least gory, nor

even gruesome. Paul cringed and looked away only because this evidence of the boy's loss too pointedly made him think about the terrible

vulnerability of the innocent in the freight-train path of nature, and threatened to tear off the fragile scab on the anguish that he still felt over Perri's

death..They were dining by candlelight. Vanilla-scented bougies stood on the sideboard, across the room, glimmering in glass chimneys, but Barty

pointed instead to five squat red candles distributed through the centerpiece of pine sprays and white carnations..Or as her father often said, happily

mocking his own rhetorical eloquence: "Brighten the comer where you are, and you will light the world.".Professing befuddlement, the galerieur

led the way through three rooms to the front windows, gliding across the polished maple floors as though he were on wheels..Junior intended to add

one stocky ghost to the party. Perhaps on a summer night in years to come, at the edge of the light fall from his Coleman lantern, a fisherman

would see a semitransparent Vanadium providing entertainment with an ethereal quarter..But on March 23, 1966, after a bad date with Frieda Bliss,

who collected paintings by Jack Lientery, an important new artist, Junior had an experience that rocked him, added significance to the episode in

the diner, and made him wish he hadn't donated his pistol to the police project that melted guns into switchblades.."Tragic. Her string's been cut too

soon. Her music's ended prematurely," Junior said, feeling confident enough to dish a serving of the maniac cop's half-baked theory of life back to

him. "There's a discord in he universe now, Detective. No one can know how the vibrations of that discord will come to affect you, me, all of

us.".Apparently Maria wished that she'd brought a rosary to dinner. With the fingers of her right hand, she pinched the knuckles of her left, one

after the other, as if they were beads.."I'm glad to hear it," Tom said. His thin smile might have been ironic, though it wasn't easy to interpret the

meaning of any subtle expression on his hammered face."Well, the lab could detect abnormally high salt levels, but that wouldn't matter in court.

He could say he ate a lot of salty foods.".Agnes dropped to one knee before the boy and held him gently by the shoulders. "Let me look.".Agnes got

out of bed, switched on the lamp, and tucked Barty in once more. "Say your silent prayers.".The quiet passion in Vanadium's voice was genuine,

expressed with reason but not fervor, not in the least sentimental or unctuous-which made it more disturbing. "Vibrations in one string set up soft,

sympathetic vibrations in all the other strings, through the entire body of the instrument.".As Wally followed them inside, Celestina grinned at him.

"From the car to the living room, all as neat as a well-practiced ballet. We've got a big headstart on this married thing."."Really? You really think

that?" he asked in his flat voice, which he sometimes wished were more musical, but which he knew lent a sober conviction to anything he said.

"You think something so delicious could come from a fat, smelly, dirty, snorting old pig?".If he killed Bartholomew and got away clean, as he

expected that he would, then he could subsequently return everything in the van to the apartment. He was just being prudent by planning for his
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future, because the future was, after all, the only place he lived..Perhaps he would not have leaped along this chain of conclusions if he'd not been

an admirer of Caesar Zedd, for Zedd teaches that too often society encourages us to dismiss certain insights as illogical, even when in fact these

insights arise from animal instinct and are the closest thing to unalloyed truth we will ever know..Although she was aware that these extraordinary

events would shape the rest of her life, beginning with her actions in the hours immediately ahead of her, she could not clearly see what she ought

to do next. At the core of her confusion was a conflict of mind and heart, reason and faith, but also a battle between desire and duty. Until she

was.Paul withdrew the pistol from the drawer. The weapon didn't feel as good to him as guns always felt in the hands of pulp heroes..As always in

uncertainty, she asked herself what her mother would do in this situation. Grace, of infinite grace, unfailingly did precisely the needed thing, knew

exactly the right words to console, to enlighten, to charm a smile out of even the miserable. Often, however, the needed thing involved no words,

because in our journey we so often feel abandoned, and we need only to be reassured that we are not alone..Indeed, the tree inspired him. After he

shot the girl, he would open the window and toss her body into the oak Let Celestina find her there, randomly pierced by branches in a freestyle

crucifixion..In southern California, Agnes Lampion dreams of her newborn son. In Oregon, Junior Cain fearfully speaks a name in his sleep, and

Detective Vanadium, waiting to tell the suspect about his dead wife's diary, leans forward in his chair to listen, while ceaselessly- turning a quarter

across the thick knuckles of his right hand..All the way to the nightstand, he expected to discover that the revolver had been taken from the drawer.

Yet here it was. Loaded.."I don't ... don't understand." Blinking sleepily, pretending to be still thickheaded from tranquilizers and whatever other

drugs they were dripping into his veins, Junior was pleased by the note of perplexity in his hoarse voice, although he knew that even an

Oscar-caliber performance would not win over this critic..Caring for her, in every sense of that word, had made him a far happier man than he

would otherwise have been-and a far better one..madness or a brilliant deductive insight: Naomi, the hateful bitch, she poisoned me!.Neddy

possessed all the musical talent, but Junior had the muscle. Pinned against the wall, his throat in the vise of Junior's hands, Neddy needed a miracle

if he were ever again to sweep another glissando from a keyboard..The artist, six feet four and two hundred fifty pounds, looked markedly more

dangerous in person than in his scary publicity photo. Still in his twenties, he had white hair that fell limp and straight to his shoulders. Dead-white

skin. His deep-set eyes, as silver-gray as rain with an albino-pink undertone, had a predatory glint as chilling as that in the eyes of a panther.

Terrible scars slashed his face, and red hash marks covered his big hands, as though he'd frequently defended himself barehanded against men

armed with swords..Recuperating, he had plenty of time to practice meditation. He became so proficient at focusing on the imaginary bowling pin

that he could make himself oblivious of all else. A stridently ringing phone wouldn't penetrate his trance. Even Bob Chicane, Junior's instructor,

who knew all the tricks, could not make his voice heard when Junior was at one with the pin..Junior joined the throngs, although he had no gift list

or feeling for the season. He just needed to get out of his apartment, because he was convinced that the phantom singer would soon serenade him

again..The various flavors of canned soda were always racked in the same order, allowing Barty to select what he wanted without error. He got

orange for Angel, root beer for himself, and closed the refrigerator..guarantee against self-incrimination, a slap in the face of justice, a violation of

the rights of man.."It sure is," Barty said. When only a mortified silence followed his remark, he added: "Gee, I thought that was kinda

funny."."What's this?" the man asked her, as Sinatra swooped through "Come Fly with Me.".Knacker or Hisscus, or Nork, was talking about an

offering, as though Naomi were a goddess to whom they wished to present a penance of gold and jewels.."April 23, 1940, Natchez, Mississippi,

dance-hall fire-one hundred ninety-eight dead. December 7, 1946, Atlanta, Georgia, the Winecoff Hotel fire-one hundred nineteen

dead.".Sometimes Angel seemed troubled by what she'd been told about her grandfather, and at those moments she appeared downcast, somber.

But she was just three, after all, too young to grasp the permanence of death. She would probably not have been surprised if Harrison White had

walked through the door in a little while, during The Man from U.N.C.L.E. or The Lucy Show..One moment, girl and yellow vinyl ball. The next

moment, gone as if they'd never been..Because the glass wings of the open window didn't lie flat against the exterior wall, they blocked his view.

He had to thrust himself farther through the opening, until he seesawed on the sill, before he could see the length of the entire block, in which the

gallery stood at approximately the middle.."Blood tests should reveal whether the child's yours or not. That also might explain all this.".He

switched on his flashlight. In the beam, on the blacktop, a silver disc. Like a full moon in a night sky..Friday, December 29, was a grand day: cool

but not cold; high scattered clouds ornamenting a Wedgwood-blue sky. The streets were agreeably abustle but not swarming like the corridors of a

hive, as sometimes they could be. San Franciscans, reliably a pleasant lot, were still in a holiday mood and, therefore, even quicker to smile and

more courteous than usual..Tom received a fierce hug, too, and a sisterly kiss, and he was grateful for them. He had been a loner for too long, as a

hunter of men pretty much had to be when on a long hard road of recuperation and then on a mission of vengeance, even if he called it a mission of

justice. During the few days he'd spent guarding Celestina and Grace and Angel in the city, and subsequently during the week with Wally, Tom had

felt that he was part of a family, even if it was just a family of friends, and he had been surprised to realize how much he needed that

feeling..Everyone from the pie caravan had gathered under the oak. The entire family, in its many names, adults and children, heads tipped back

hands shielding their eyes from the late sun, watched Barty's progress in all but complete silence..From the moment the girl was admitted on the

evening of January 5, the nurses at St. Mary's Hospital in San Francisco called her Phimie, too, not because they knew her well enough to love her,

but because that was the name they heard Celestina use..Tom Vanadium, on the other hand, was certain that Cain, having prepared for the

possibility that something would go wrong during his assault on Celestina, wouldn't be easy to locate or to apprehend. In Vanadium's view, the
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maniac either had a bolt-hole waiting in the city or was already out of the SFPD's jurisdiction..Twilight, nearly gone and purple in the west,

inspired a bright violet line along the crest of an incoming bank of bay fog, as though the mist were shot through with a luminous vein of neon,

transforming the entire sparkling city into a stylish cabaret just now opening for business. The night, soft as a woman come to dance, carried a

steely blade of cold in its black-silk skirts..At worst, Vanadium might begin to wonder if Junior had a link to Seraphim, might uncover the

physical-therapy connection, and in his paranoia, might erroneously conclude that Junior had something to do with her traffic accident. That was

nuts, of course, but the detective was evidently not a rational man..Otter was reluctant to answer. He had to like Hound, but didn't have to trust him.

"Shape-changing," he mumbled at last..The ship of night floated over the city and cast down nets of darkness, gathering millions of lights like

luminous fishes in its black toils..murdered would be discounted. And if every death was suspicious to him, then he would quickly lose interest in

Junior and move on to a new enthusiasm, harassing some other poor devil..And now she didn't need him anymore. He gazed at her face, held her

cooling hand; his anchor was slipping away from him, leaving him adrift..Junior had almost fumbled his fork when he recognized the tune. His

heart raced. His hands were suddenly clammy.."Periodic violent emesis without an apparent cause can be one indication of locomotor ataxia, but

you've no other symptoms of it. I wouldn't worry about that unless this happens again.".Hound told his master that they had the hexer in a safe

place, and Losen said, "Who was he working for?".Celestina stood listening until she heard Wally open the outer door and then close it..Dr. Salk

returned the photos, put a hand on Paul's shoulder, and smiled. "But that's always the way, you see? Heroes always get back more than they give.

The act of giving assures the getting back.".Turning around in his seat, watching with amusement as Celestina fumbled nervously with the

currency, the cabbie said, "You're not scared, not you. Sitting back there so silent most all the way, you weren't thinking about being famous. You

were thinking about that girl of yours.".Reflections of those tracks appeared as stigmatic tears on the long face of the physician..His alcohol-soured

breath washed over Agnes as he asked, "How's Bartholomew doing, is he okay, is the little guy in good health?".Those ominous words again,

turning through his memory, reel to reel. This time he actually heard them spoken. The voice commanded minded attention with a deeper timbre

and crisper diction than his own.
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