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THE NIGHT WINDS PROMISE
?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.When the morning morrowed, the first who presented himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin
el Hukm, leaning on two of his black slaves; and he was crying out and calling [on God] for aid and saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou
depositedst with me a woman [yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and my dwelling-place, and she arose [in the night] and took from me
the good of the little orphans, (96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand dinars, (97) and made off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee
except in the Sultan's presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard these words, he was troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the
Cadi and seating him by his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience, till he had made an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and
questioned them. They fixed the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this affair but from Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and
said, "Thou wast of accord with this woman, for she said she came from the Citadel.".Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or
answer; and when she came in to him, he saw that she was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this
plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse
of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the
following verses:.51. The Thief and the Money-changer dcv.As I was passing one day in the market, I found that a thief had broken into the shop of
a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came up to him, as]
he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him
and went away from him..Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath delivered me from
yonder man and hath preserved me from the loss of the kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the vizier returned to
order and well-being and the king restored him to his place and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had missaid of him
and destroyed them all, to the last man. And how like," continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to
that whereinto I am fallen of the changing of the king's heart and his giving credence to others against me; but now is the righteousness of my
dealing established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High hath inspired me with wisdom and endowed thee with longanimity and patience [to
hearken] from me unto that which He allotted unto those who had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my innocence and made manifest unto thee
the truth. For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched to the king that I should endeavour for the destruction of my soul, (81) [to wit,] the
month; and behold, the probation time is over and gone, and past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good fortune." Then he bowed his
head and was silent. (82).? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I; Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's none with me can
vie..When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of
hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had
in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.'
Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.Forehead, Of that which is written on the, i. 136..? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his
Viziers cccclv.Pease on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! ii. 89..97. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslin ben el Welid
ccccvii.When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and said, "Verily, this is what I had wished, O my
brother. So praised be God who hath brought about union between us!" Then he sent after the Cadis and learned men and captains and notables,
and they married the two brothers to the two sisters. The contracts were drawn up and the two kings bestowed dresses of honour of silk and satin on
those who were present, whilst the city was decorated and the festivities were renewed. The king commanded each amir and vizier and chamberlain
and deputy to decorate his palace and the folk of the city rejoiced in the presage of happiness and content. Moreover, King Shehriyar bade slaughter
sheep and get up kitchens and made bride-feasts and fed all comers, high and low..Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt prudently,
they had taken thought for themselves; but they neglected the issues of events; for that whoso acteth prudently is safe and conquereth, (252) and
whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor," added the vizier," is this more extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of the king,
whose kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become poor, possessing not a single dirhem.".116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a
certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.So he repaired to the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who
took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked
at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she opened to her and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman
went in to her and conversed with her awhile. Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought
her water and she made the ablution and standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the
turban-cloth in the place of prayer and went away..? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis
clxxxi.Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the king
should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with their
much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and
said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault
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[in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore
they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son;
but what deemest thou we should do with them in requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and
exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my honour among the kings.".Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an
excellent judge.' And the king said, 'Increase his allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost
thou not go about thy business?' And he answered, 'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the other
replied, 'I would have thee question me of the quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the
king, 'We have no occasion to question thee of [this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined
the king, and the old man said, 'Verily, the king is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O
king, that I have examined into degrees and dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.Then they attired
Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the first
dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught
with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.So saying, he left him and
went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us
with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard
this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him.
This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away, whereat the
money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye
say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that which we desired;
but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and
went away from him and dispersed..FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of
the Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any
with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in
with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land
and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of
sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning
himself for that the revolving sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).Three
men once went out in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their
shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us
what we may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to
play his fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon
him and slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over
against them..All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that
tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and
indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed him to an old
woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be
made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink;
and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his malady..? ? ? ? ? God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with
brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..? ? ? ? ? The dwellings,
indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.The king gave ear to her counsel and despatching the eunuch for
the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard
his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade the queen enter the privy
chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his presence. When they stood
before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity. He bade them sit, but they
refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of various kinds and fruits and
sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground way communicating with the palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen
sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas was the king's son of
Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come with his army in
quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh
abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food and the tables
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were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..WOMEN'S CRAFT..The
Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.When they had made an end of
pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and
humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of
torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the
folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon
the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and
the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the
other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him
and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..When the appointed day arrived, the chief of the police set
apart for his officers a saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he seated
himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went round amongst
them and their hearts were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and discovered their secrets from concealment.
The first to relate was a man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of women; and he said,
'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.So she donned a
devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It
belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to
the young man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to
her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she
entered and did her occasion and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel
said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There
standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and
giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to
the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with
thee in weal.'.45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold cccxl.47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.Officer's Story, The Tenth,
ii. 172..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.Then they arose and went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought and they ate
and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with that which
shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.' So she
improvised and sang the following verses:.The Sixth Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And
she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".When the Khalif heard this, he said, "By Allah, O Jerir, Omar possesseth but a hundred
dirhems." (66) [And he cried out to his servant, saying,] "Ho, boy! give them to him." Moreover, he gave him the ornaments of his sword; and Jerir
went forth to the [other] poets, who said to him, "What is behind thee?" (67) And he answered, "A man who giveth to the poor and denieth the
poets, and I am well-pleased with him." (68).So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a
delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with
impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is
in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which I
deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not
an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..When
the tither heard the old man's speech, he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and
do thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of
righteousness.' So the old man followed him, and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.'
And he answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days'
tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a
stranger here and hath no domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a
year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.Now there
was a man of the kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by name Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali ben Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who was
great of gravity and piety and decorousness, and Er Reshid was used instantly to require of him that he should keep him company in his carousals
and drink with him and had proffered him, to this end, riches galore, but he still refused. It chanced that this Abdulmelik es Salih came to the door
of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he might bespeak him of certain occasions of his, and the chamberlain, doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik ben Salih
aforesaid, whom Jaafer had charged him admit and that he should suffer none but him to enter, allowed him to go in to his master..Here they halted
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and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason of their journey, and he
said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray for him and God may
make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have heard that the
holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in company with
you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of the holy woman, this one
carrying his son and that his brother..Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..As for the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon
Him for deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones
there, of those whom the lion had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and
gathering up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the
lion; till he came to a village and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he
arose and burying the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the gold.".? ? ? ? ? How many a lover, who aspires to
union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's bent!.? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot,
Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..? ? ? ? ? Except I be appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine eyelids with
blood their tears ensue..? ? ? ? ? And all the desert spaces devour, whilst to my rede, Or if in sport or earnest, (93) still Aamir giveth ear..Presently,
up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise,
mount with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he
drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, I will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand
with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who
was more precious in thy sight than everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see
what thy patience will profit thee.' Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..Then she changed the measure and the
mode [and played] so that she amazed the wits of those who were present, and Queen Es Shuhba was moved to mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen
of delight!' Then she returned to the first mode and improvised the following verses on the water-lily:.Then she arose and returned to her
chamber..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.Then
the rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with
floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the
apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said,
"By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their
laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif
watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, ii. 204, 271..So
saying, he sprang to his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And
he smote one of them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks;
whereupon the thieves left that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their
flight till they came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for
the soreness of that which had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain
man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the
thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going,
behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on
him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye
ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..When the affair was
prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the money-changer privily and said to him, 'If
thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit down afar from him.' So they did his
bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave
yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass for five thousand and five hundred
dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his own money, and the owner of the ass
took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder
rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof they know, and nought can guide
them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to visit me in
sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.Then will he say to thee, 'Then thou art an ape-leader of the tribe of the mountebanks?'
And do thou reply, 'I may in nowise deny my origin, for the sake of thy daughter and in her honour.' The Cadi will say, 'It may not be that thou
shalt be given the daughter of a sheikh who sitteth upon the carpet of the Law and whose descent is traceable by genealogy to the loins of the
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Apostle of God, (267) nor is it seemly that his daughter be in the power of a man who is an ape-dancer, a minstrel.' And do thou rejoin, 'Nay, O
Effendi, she is my lawful wife and every hair of her is worth a thousand lives, and I will not let her go, though I be given the kingship of the world.'
Then be thou persuaded to speak the word of divorce and so shall the marriage be dissolved and ye be delivered from each other.".King, The Old
Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..Destiny, Of, i. 136..The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so
he spoke the young merchant fair and said to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to
me till the end of time." Then his rage got the better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy
head forthright and slay myself; rather flame (271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest
divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her
who had played him the trick aforesaid and who was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode
with each other and lived the most solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is
All-Knowing..Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in
making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying,
'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his
brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the
matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he
made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from
that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..There was once a sage of the sages, who had three
sons and sons' sons, and when they waxed many and their posterity multiplied, there befell dissension between them. So he assembled them and
said to them, 'Be ye one hand (219) against other than you and despise (220) not [one another,] lest the folk despise you, and know that the like of
you is as the rope which the man cut, when it was single; then he doubled [it] and availed not to cut it; on this wise is division and union. And
beware lest ye seek help of others against yourselves (221) or ye will fall into perdition, for by whosesoever means ye attain your desire, (222) his
word (223) will have precedence of (224) your word. Now I have wealth which I will bury in a certain place, so it may be a store for you, against
the time of your need.'.The Fifth Day.There was once, in a province of Persia, a king of the kings, who was mighty of estate, endowed with majesty
and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but he was childless. Towards the end of his life, his Lord vouchsafed him a male
child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of knowledge. He made him a private place, to wit, a lofty palace, builded with
coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the prince entered the palace, he saw in its ceiling the picture [of a woman], than
whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed about with slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in a swoon and became
distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his father came in to him and finding him wasted of body and changed of
colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he was ill and sent for the sages and physicians, that they might medicine
him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn what aileth my son, thou shalt have of me largesse.' So the courtier
went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to him that his malady was caused by the picture. Then he returned to the
king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to another palace and made his former lodging the guest-house; and
whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but none could give him tidings thereof..When the company heard the
seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there
betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the
company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and
more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to you.".? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased
And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he seek in the Spring and its blooms one day, The face
of his loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to us and our love, And true to your oath and your
troth-plight were you;.The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam, "We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs
must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess,
who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like,
and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought
himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he
who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his
eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122) Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and
speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak with me,
and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand
unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.So,
when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had raised their rank, [they sat down].
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Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a word that they would fain say. So
he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him with all that these latter had taught
them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth
from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put them to death and this would not be
difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest and he hath
incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do this with him and my proof
against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me
to-morrow.".Then they accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They
offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to
their bidding, till the price reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The
money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case.
Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy
comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood its folk.'."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee
talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with
the folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning the king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads.
As for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am
like unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it
[proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail
to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah,
whose anxiety and carefulness for the accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how
many a time! and God saved him until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life.".? ? ? ? ? The
billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all in vain for succour I implore..Merry Jest of a Thief, A, ii. 186..Now this letter was
written with ultramarine upon the skin of the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was to the
following effect: 'From the King of Hind, before whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the
Khalif Haroun er Reshid, greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a brother
and a friend, for that the love of thee aboundeth in our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we are
sharers with thee in love and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of Balms
and a present after the measure of that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee, O brother, to favour us
by accepting it, and peace be on thee!'.Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had
ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth
Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold.
So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her,
"O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her
master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and
went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for the young Damascene..Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and
Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvii.Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a
deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him
nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for
that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the
merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know
nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the
merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou
swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and
came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.When the evening evened, the king
summoned the vizier and required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king, that.139.
Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and Ikrimeh el Feyyas dclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all
benefit.."When I [returned from my sixth voyage, I] forswore travel and renounced commerce, saying in myself, 'What hath befallen me sufficeth
me.' So I abode at home and passed my time in pleasance and delight, till, one day, as I sat at mine ease, plying the wine-cup [with my friends],
there came a knocking at the door. The doorkeeper opened and found without one of the Khalif's pages, who came in to me and said, 'The
Commander of the Faithful biddeth thee to him.' So I accompanied him to the presence of the Khalif and kissing the earth before him, saluted him.
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He bade me welcome and entreated me with honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an occasion with thee, which I would have thee accomplish
for me.' So I kissed his hand and said, 'O my lord, what is the lord's occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'I would have thee go to the King of
Serendib and carry him our letter and our present, even as he sent us a present and a letter.'.Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..King Dadbin and his
Viziers, Story of, i. 104..When the king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So
Er Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself before the king.].? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas
he saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines of the sky and flew away with her. Presently,
Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on
ye! What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry,
to which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour?
Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..? ? ? ? ? All
wasted is my body and bowels tortured sore; Love's fire on me still waxeth, mine eyes with tears still rain..96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis
dclxxxviii.Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his
former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he
should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to
them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my
brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.? ? ? ? ?
"Take comfort, for the loved are come again,".67. Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath ccclxxxv."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How
great is thy craft and thy talk! Tell me, what was their story." And the youth said, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dcxxix.Then
said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought
thee with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my
treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I
have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of
the littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that
nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune,
nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour
profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck
changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its
calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present
case with this vizier, who hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and come again at eventide..? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan,
with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.?Story of Prince Bihzad..? ?
? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens not to be endured of mountain nor of plain.
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