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Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us
together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37)
and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's
wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to
him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing.".119. The Shipwrecked Woman
and her Child cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master of Police and he was a man of experience,
well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered to him that which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin
Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to his house, summoned the captains of the
watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye
assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye have heard of extraordinary occurrences
and that which hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the
name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of police arose and going up to El Melik
ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It is well,' and gave him somewhat of
money for his expenses..? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself secure from every changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow of Fortune's treacherous
tide..? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..A certain
king sat one day on the roof of his palace, diverting himself with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof
of] a house over against his palace, a woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom
belongeth yonder house?" "To thy servant Firouz," answered they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him
drunken and he was passionately enamoured of her), and calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the
answer." Firouz took the letter and going to his house, laid it under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of
his wife and set out for the city in question, unknowing what the king purposed against him..160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl
dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear to them from me, their
lover, and say.? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have drunken whilere..9. Kemerezzeman and Budour
ccxviii.82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine, Whether in
morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118) in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh
branch that had been reared in affluence and content..84. The Devout Woman and the two Wicked Elders cccxciv.They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once
commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he
should strike off his head. So he went round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of
[intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the
commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am the son of him
to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite,
abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (163).When she had made an end
of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered
with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..?STORY OF
THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her
to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his
wasteful heir.".Son, The History of King Azadbekht and his, i. 61..Officer's Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183..Death, The Man whose Caution was the
Cause of his, i. 291..The prefect released the man and gave him back all that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and
the rest and took forth of the house treasures galore. Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves
they nailed up incontinent against the wall of the house, whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board,
set her] upon a camel and went round about the town with her. Thus God razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All
this befell, whilst I looked on, and I saw not my friend who had saved me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel.
However, some days afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me
and went away..Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So she sat down and the queen called for
food; whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread with various kinds of birds and meats of divers
hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and I.' So Tuhfeh came forward and ate of those
meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it, what while the slave-girls stood compassing
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about the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl told me of thee that thou saidst,
"How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot brook the
sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell backward, and said, 'O my sister, by the
virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and none dare so much as look on thee a
glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they sat talking..Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to
keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The
Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).? ?
? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my
dear!".The Eighth Day..?THE EIGHTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice in meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts galore
at his dismounting gain..Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by
him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast
not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed
woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him,
'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be
admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not
escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for
whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge
of this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain
and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch,
I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.'
And he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..33.
Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cliv.55. The Ruined Man who
became Rich again through a Dream cccli.58. The King's Daughter and the Ape ccclv.? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at
my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..? ? ? ? ? Upon the table of her cheek beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her
charms! 'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with God incontinent." (119).? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.The Second Night of the
Month.When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was
eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written in the books. None of the
viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with him
into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed
trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could
not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her
time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they
were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber,
and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and
fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance it in honour and
increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her
slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif
made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides that which
befell. (160).? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with bitterness o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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