Les Deux Soeurs De Charite

LES DEUX SOEURS DE CHARITE
? ? ? ? ? His justice and his truth all creatures do embrace; The erring he corrects and those of wandering mind..? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that
my place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? Yet thou
repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race,
display, i. 46..Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope draws death upon himself;
Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..We abode thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I wash
before I go." Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them to
her; but she said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused the
love of thee fall into my heart, there had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;"
and she said, "O my lord, by and by, whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain
or no." Then she took a pitcher of water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God
the Most High for that which she had done..THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story
(237) lxiv.The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and God restored them to him
dccccxix.Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I change nor e'er shall distance us
divide..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".115. The
Angel of Death and the King of the Children of Israel cccclxiii.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story i.Then she arose and going in to the king,
found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him,
'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not
what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done
thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.'
Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my
son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou
wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.157.
Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and
was absent awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So
Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying,
'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the
Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon
the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..As for his mother,
Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was
troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with
her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and
said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot
speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be
possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been
spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my
son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?'
'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.It is said that El Mamoun (164)
came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her,
"O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O
Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But
he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and
she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment
and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him.
Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I
went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she
became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his
kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she
acquainted him with that matter..Hind and his Vizier, The King of, ii. 105..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair,
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Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE GIRL..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst
what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there
Too many already have drunken whilere..28. Hatim Tai; his Generosity after Death dxxxi.I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew drunken
with the scent, iii. 125..Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was, whenas they had stolen aught, to resort to that place and
divide [their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in number and had with them wealth galore, which they were
carrying. When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and the captain said, 'This is a Magian whom the angels (43) are
tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over against El Merouzi, he feared lest they should be the officers of the
watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44) The thieves came up to the place and finding Er Razi bound
by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding wonderment and said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an infidel,
a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her womb, and by my life, he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb]
and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a sin upon his conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory offering to
God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our consciences.'.104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.? ?
? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..When the
morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis and judges and assessors and sending for the Magian and the two youths and their mother, questioned
them of their case, whereupon the two young men began and said, 'We are the sons of the king Such-an-one and enemies and wicked men got the
mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth with us and wandered at a venture, for fear of the enemies.' [And they recounted to him all that had
betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a marvellous story; but what hath [Fate] done with your father?' 'We know not how fortune
dealt with him after our loss,' answered they; and he was silent..The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of
colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I
will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The
answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them
across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two
staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and
evil cheer..?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.There was
once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended
his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so they both abode
alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and
seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech
and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil].
So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he
importuned her with soft speech and gentleness.."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..So she arose and returned to
her house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let
this knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of
grievous beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by
the burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him
grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass
on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place
and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat
down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the
night.On this wise she abode a great while and indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door
of her chamber and straining him to her bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household
and seeing her embracing the youth, abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of
the king,' whereupon he turned back, trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is
the matter?' 'O king,' answered he, 'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that
yonder youth, who came with the eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door,
and she was standing, watching; [and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.When I had made an
end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none answered me. So I went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken
my clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four hundred dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I
found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I suffered somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode looking about the place,
so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then I sat a little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the
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housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God done with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I
am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left him sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I,
"O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before
this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the privities..After this, the
authorities compounded with the highwayman for his submission, and when he came before them, they enriched him and he became in such favour
with the Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink with him and there befell familiar converse between them. On this wise they abode a great
while, till, one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet, and therein, for a wonder, was a roasted francolin, which when the robber saw, he laughed
aloud. The deputy was angered against him and said to him, "What is the meaning of thy laughter? Seest thou default [in the entertainment] or dost
thou mock at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by Allah, O my lord," answered the highwayman. "But I saw yonder francolin and bethought
myself thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was on this wise. In the days of my youth, I used to stop the way, and one day I fell in with a
man, who had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to him, 'Leave these bags, for I mean to kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the
fourth part of [that which is in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I said, 'Needs must I take the whole and slay thee, to boot.' Then said he, 'Take
the saddle-bags and let me go my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I slay thee.' As we were in this contention, he and I, behold, he saw a francolin
and turning to it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O francolin, that he slayeth me unjustly and letteth me not go to my children, for all he hath gotten
my money.' However, I took no pity on him neither hearkened to that which he said, but slew him and concerned not myself with the francolin's
testimony.".When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so
we may look into his affair.".?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW
NOT..Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not and insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of
him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee!
Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her
husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to a
certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was and that he should take it up..Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most
High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He
started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his
horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his
horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the
man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..Then he went to fetch that which he had hidden of the grain, but found it not
and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be sorrowful?' And he answered, 'Methought thou
wouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast paid me my due and I went to bring back to
thee that which I had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had stolen it.' The old man was wroth, when he
heard this, and said to the merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this, but, of the sorriness of thy luck and thy
fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy wage; but, by Allah, nevermore will I
give thee aught.' And he drove him away from him..? ? ? ? ? How many a bidder unto love, a secret-craving wight, How many a swain,
complaining, saith of destiny malign,.Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.48. The Thief and the Money-Changer ccxliv.Two months after this
occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him. So I accompanied
the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two thousand dirhems,
avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for the amount,
attested by four of those who were in company [on the occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded them of my
kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.When the Khalif heard this, he
laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail.
Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past
should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake
of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were
content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..?
? ? ? ? Thou only art the whole of our desire; indeed Thy love is hid within our hearts' most secret core..As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he
saw not his wife and read what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it
behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a
venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour.
When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison
thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till
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it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have
patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered,
saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.Draper's Wife, The Old Woman and
the, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story xiv.Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this
night." So they carried her to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for
him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the
like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he
repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode
that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking
himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to
the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin
written on his face..As they were thus engaged, behold, up came the dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes and drums, whilst one of their
number forewent them, with a great banner in his hand, and played all manner antics with his voice and limbs. When they came to the Courthouse,
the Cadi exclaimed, "I seek refuge with God from yonder Satans!" And the merchant laughed, but said nothing. Then they entered and saluting his
highness the Cadi, kissed Alaeddin's hands and said, "God's blessing on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou solacest our eyes in that which thou
dost, and we beseech God to cause the glory of our lord the Cadi to endure, who hath honoured us by admitting thee to his alliance and allotted us a
part in his high rank and dignity." When the Cadi heard this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded and his face flushed with anger and
he said to his son-in-law, "What words are these?" Quoth the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that I am of this tribe? Indeed this man is
the son of my mother's brother and that other the son of my father's brother, and I am only reckoned of the merchants [by courtesy]!".? ? ? ? ? Get
thee to patience fair, if thou remember thee of that Whose issues (quoth the Merciful) are ever benedight. (89).30. Maan ben Zaideh and the
Bedouin dxxxii.Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she,
"Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly
pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was
gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest
of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me
to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the
appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her..? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself secure from every
changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow of Fortune's treacherous tide..Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to
Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army.
His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done
thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had
recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be
thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes
shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and
presents with him..57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.Now this servant was of the sons of the kings and
had fled from his father, on account of an offence he had committed. Then he went and took service with King Bihkerd and there happened to him
what happened. After awhile, it chanced that a man recognized him and went and told his father, who sent him a letter, comforting his heart and
mind and [beseeching him] to return to him. So he returned to his father, who came forth to meet him and rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs
were set right with him..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe
and gay..There was once of old time a foolish, ignorant man, who had wealth galore, and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth.
The latter used to watch for her husband's absence and come to her, and on this wise he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private
with her lover, he said to her, 'O my lady and my beloved, if thou desire me and love me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in
thy husband's presence; else will I never again come to thee nor draw near thee, what while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding
love and could not brook his separation an hour nor could endure to vex him; so, when she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's
name, O my beloved and solace of mine eyes, may he not live who would vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and
appointed him of this..? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in black, luxuriant hair; (256).'It is
told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the
magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road
wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and
said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags
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and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half,"
rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller
said, "Take it.".? ? ? ? ? I am the champion-slayer, the warrior without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..Now the
merchant's wife aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his
verses], she knew that there hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not
physician with thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken
thee with the constraint of love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard
from thee verses that trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented
unto him, saying, "What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for
shamefastness before her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and
carrying it to the princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer thereto.".? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.Wife, The King and
his Chamberlain's, ii. 53..? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade
the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and
obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following verses:.When El Aziz
had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as
they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came
before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad
and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor
old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of
their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the
king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of
the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and
bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was
preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan
and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia,
and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and
favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el
Fuad..Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain
of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared on into
the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed
with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there
he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that
his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the revolving sphere had turned against him and
the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at
Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard
the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the
palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I
am fearful of the hospital and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God,
put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still]
found the apartment lighted and the girls singing..? ? ? ? ? p. The Page who feigned to know the Speech of Birds dxcii.A certain singing-woman
was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of the hand
stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!" but she answered,
"God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire of her
going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger brought
her into a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready for an]
entertainment with candles and wine and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third beds..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones all
are ta'en from me away..The Khalif smiled and said to his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not
Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of
wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill my slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and
style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee,
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nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to
patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I was awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with thee for thy booncompanion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send for thee." The Khalif laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No,
no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".It is told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of
stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and
bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the
young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT
MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was wroth and took counsel with
herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255) this his
inscription!".When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was certified of the case and knew that the calamity, all of it, was in his own house and
that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he redoubled in certainty and said to the singer, 'Art thou now going to her?' 'Yes, O my
brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away; whereupon the druggist started up, as he were a madman, and ungarnished his shop.
(199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house, and presently up came the druggist and knocked at the door. The singer would have
wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to him, 'Get thee down to the bottom of the house and enter the oven (200) and shut
the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went down to her husband and opened the door to him, whereupon he entered and went
round about the house, but found no one and overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating and swore that he would not go forth of the house till the
morrow..On this wise he abode a space of days, after which he made himself at home in the land and took to himself comrades and got him friends
galore, with whom he addressed himself to diversion and good cheer. Moreover, he went a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were solaced
[by his company] and he entertained them with stories and civilities (161) and diverted them with pleasant verses and told them abundance of
histories and anecdotes. Presently, the report of him reached King Jemhour, lord of Cashghar of Hind, and great was his desire [for his company].
So he went in quest of him and Abdallah repaired to his court and going in to him, kissed the earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him and
entreated him with kindness and bade commit him to the guest-house, where he abode three days, at the end of which time the king sent [to him] a
chamberlain of his chamberlains and let bring him to his presence. When he came before him, he greeted him [with the usual compliment], and the
interpreter accosted him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy report, that thou art a goodly boon-companion and an eloquent story-teller, and
he would have thee company with him by night and entertain him with that which thou knowest of anecdotes and pleasant stories and verses." And
he made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii. 46..When she had made
an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following verses:.Then they drank till
they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with him who sought
an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold, he was the lophand who had accosted me in my
pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So saying, he shook his head
and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O
accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled.
(136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest
thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that our captain and our chief purposeth thee no good and
methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the time." And he answered, saying, "When our
chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and leave the door open; and do thou go
whithersoever thou wilt.".Then he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is left you?" "O king,"
answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to this youth and it
hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have fallen ourselves
therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which is right. Then
Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died all; and extolled
be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..32. The Khalif
Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom
never oath could bind..86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young Bedouin cccxcv.Now this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against him.'.14.
The Mouse and the Weasel cl.? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and
heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..When Ibrahim heard this, he let fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell me
truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth that is with us.' Whereupon the king fell to looking upon him
and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father and thou shalt have assurance from God.' 'O my lord,'
answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was little], with a nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in
upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse and rent her in pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who
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brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last; which when Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By
Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it and behold, it was scarred..The raft fared on with me,
running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and
stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the
mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the
cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my
breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..If, in his own land, midst his folk,
abjection and despite, ii. 196..The Second Night of the Month.Now there was before us a high mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from the sea, and
the ship fell off into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon the skirt (202) of the mountain and broke in sunder; whereupon the
captain came down [from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave of one another and look yourselves out graves from to-day,
for we have fallen into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape, and never yet hath any been cast away here and come off alive.' So all
the folk fell a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of deliverance; friend took leave of friend and sore was the mourning and
lamentation; for that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who were in the ship landed on the skirt of the
mountain and found themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count or reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast
away [there] and whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon one another, and goods without number
and riches past count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to God] and repenting us [of having exposed
ourselves to the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place..When the damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell
me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith in her
loyalty and told her the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl
belong to me, that which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling
slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be
troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".? ? ?
? ? j. The Two Kings dcxvi.When three nights had passed over her with their days of the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried
not up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts,
to sit with her and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell
out concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment
and understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma
was a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her,
till she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the
kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the
people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph
(17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives I conjure you, arise And come let us fare to
our loved ones away..? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing with beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..So I arose and gathering
wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark
thereon and fare with this water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring me to the mainland or to a place where I may find relief and safety,
[well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my companions have perished.' Then I collected of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up
there, whose owners had perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris and emeralds somewhat past count, and laid all this on the
raft [together with what was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on the river and seating myself upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and
committed myself to the stream.."There was once a merchant named Abou Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good breeding,
quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now there was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou Temam
feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to another place where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of Ilan Shah
and built himself a palace therein and transporting his wealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King Ilan Shah;
so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard
of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and whatsoever
occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.' Abou Temam
prostrated himself to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness unto
thee, for that, [if I took service about thy person], I should not be safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve the king with
presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance of his affairs
and in his hand was the power to bind and loose..Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and
Queen Sherareh and Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled, God shall ordain [that which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.'
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'It is well seen of thee,' answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her
asleep; so he aroused her and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that
Meimoun hath carried her off and outraged thine honour and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out
with a great cry. And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and prolonged the looking
on her; but ill is that to which his soul hath prompted him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she
flew off and alighted with her in the palace of her sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them
with the news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'.? ? ? ? ? c. Story
of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police dcv.Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a third. Then she filled the cup
a fourth time and handed it to the old man, but he would not accept it from her. However, she conjured him, by her own head and that of the
Commander of the Faithful, that he should take it from her, till he took the cup from her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but she
conjured him by her life to smell it. So he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured him,
by the life of the Commander of the Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess
of the fair," said he, "this is none other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he answered,
"Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we will drink it in this world and the world to come." She
laughed and emptying the cup, gave him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed thou art excusable in thy love for this." Then he took
from her another and another, till he became drunken and his talk waxed great and his prate..? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the
prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in
amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.As stated In the Prefatory Note to my "Book of the Thousand
Nights and One Night," four printed Editions (of which three are more or less complete) exist of the Arabic text of the original work, namely those
of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac (Cairo), Breslau (Tunis) and Calcutta (1814-18). The first two are, for purposes of tabulation, practically identical,
one whole story only, (222) of those that occur in the Calcutta (1839-42) Edition, (which is the most complete of all,) being omitted from that of
Boulac; and I have, therefore, given but one Table of Contents for these two Editions. The Breslau Edition, though differing widely from those of
Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac in contents, resembles them in containing the full number (a thousand and one) of Nights, whilst that of Calcutta
(1814-18) is but a fragment, comprising only the first two hundred Nights and the Voyages of Sindbad, as a separate Tale..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind
Man and the Cripple dccccx.? ? ? ? ? And hope thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who may with abjectness infect my
royal line..50. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister Night ccxlvi.Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for
Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the
throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of
the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and
grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and
straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God
the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar.
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