Richard Arkwright key facts
· Born in 1732 in Preston, Arkwright was the son of a poor, large family supported by a tailor.  Richard was taught to read by his sisters, but appears to have had no formal schooling.
· Throughout his life he struggled to maintain family relationships, becoming estranged from his second wife and alienated from his son for a period of time after the son's marriage.  
· Arkwright belonged to the Church of England.
· Arkwright was believed to be secretive by nature and cagey of his ideas; in order to prevent others imitating his inventions he restricted the sale of the water frame to industrialists with mills of 1000 spindles or more.  
· Other industrialists generally disliked Arkwright and viewed him as a brash, domineering, boisterous man.  
"Arkwright was a domineering, self-sufficient man and the relations with his partners was not easy." (Fitton and Wadsworth)  
· By 1786 Arkwright was awarded knighthood in 1786 and made High Sheriff of Derbyshire in 1787.  He brought an ostentatious style to the office, including 30 richly dressed men as a guard and a fine carriage with four matching grey horses.  
· Arkwright’s residence in Cromford, Rock House was perched on a rock face that allowed him to overlook his kingdom; the mills and mill village.
· Arkwright died in 1792 at 60 years old.  At this time he was living apart from family and commonly kept a working day that went from 5:00 AM to 9:00PM.  

