Jedediah Strutt key facts
· Jedediah Strutt was born in 1726 near Alfreton, the son of a small farmer.  
· Strutt wrote his own epitaph, claiming for himself: 
“Here rest in peace J. S. who without fortune, family of friends raised himself a fortune, family and name in the world; without having wit, had a good share of plain common sense; without much genius employed  the more substantial blessing of a sound understanding; with but little personal pride, despised a mean or base action; with no ostentation for religious tenets and ceremonies, he led a life of honesty and virtue, not knowing what would befall him after death, he died in full confidence that if there be a future state of retribution it would be to reward the virtuous and the good.  This I think my true character.”

" 

· Strutt was a family man who found satisfaction in plain living and family life and valued education and philosophy.   
· Strutt seems to have been regarded as intense, serious, gentle and ethical.
· Strutt had a deep rooted religious belief and was a Unitarian. It is believed that his efforts to improve working and living conditions were the result of his sincere belief as well as his idea of sound business practices.  
· Strutt was a more conservative businessman than Arkwright; he also extended more benefits to his workers including paying compensation to workers injured on the job and contributing major public works such as parks, arboretums, gas lighting and art galleries.
· Strutt was guided by a strong sense of morals and generosity.

· The Strutt family lived modestly, having houses in Milford and Derby within sight of the mills.  
