This report from the Derby Mercury, 1832 describes a party Jedediah Strutt threw for his workers.

 

“On Monday, the female hands in their employ, to the number of nearly 1,000, were entertained by Jedediah Strutt Esq., on the lawn in front of his beautiful residence, by a sumptuous dejeuner, the excellent band of John Strutt Esq. playing the most approved airs. 

In the evening they adjourned in procession to the large area of the mills when the day was delightfully concluded by a merry trip on the “light fantastic toe”, in one of the larger and appropriate rooms of those immense edifices.

During these gratifying festivities 4,800 lbs of beef, 3,184 lbs of plum pudding, 7,000 penny loaves and 2,500 quarts of ale were distributed.”

Derby Mercury report, 1832

