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Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when
he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the
two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the
meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the
Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels
and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit
on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs
must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion
with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By
Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer
ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to
Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the
markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented
himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready
letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of
Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..Then she gave out among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade
the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all
the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her
palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented themselves before him and saw of his breeding and
accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of those who had foregone him of the kings..Bihzad, Story of Prince,
i. 99..? ? ? ? ? And horses eke wouldst have led to thee day by day And girls, high- breasted maids, and damsels black and white,.I am content, for
him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if for love of
such a fair I'm sped?.?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..? ? ? ? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet
deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..'A great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of
considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As
for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a
parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the
water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on
thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his
bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he
loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell of long
estrangement sighed..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..? ? ? ? ? Camphor
itself to me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..And indeed, O my brother, the night thou camest to me and we caroused
together, I and thou, it was as if the Devil came to me and troubled me that night." "And who is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other
than thou," answered Aboulhusn; whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him, coaxed him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when
I went out from thee, I forgot [to shut] the door [and left it] open, and belike Satan came in to thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which
hath betided me. What possessed thee to leave the door open, so that the Devil came in to me and there befell me with him this and that?" And he
related to him all that had befallen him, from first to last, aud there is no advantage in the repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his
laughter..Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he saw that she was troubled and
noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said; for
indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter and
return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Now I was drunken and my clothes were drenched
with the blood; and as I passed along the road, I met a thief. When he saw me, he knew me and said to me, "Harkye, such an one!" "Well?"
answered I, and he said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So I acquainted him with the case and he took the head from me. Then we went on till
we came to the river, where he washed the head and considering it straitly, said, "By Allah, this is my brother, my father's son. and he used to
spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the head into the river. As for me, I was like a dead man [for fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not neither
grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".To return to his wife and her mother. When the former arose in the morning and her husband
returned not to her with break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity and straightway despatched her servants and all who were with her in
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quest of him; but they happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with aught of his news. So she bethought herself concerning her affair and
complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune, bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these verses:.? ? ? ? ? h. The
Drop of Honey dlxxxii.? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? In my tears I have a witness; when I call thee
to my mind, Down my cheeks they run like torrents, and I cannot stay their flight..? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused,
for all the talk wherewith they set on me..After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and
Solomon dcccxcix.Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing
her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till
they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and
shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the
thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon them.'"'.When she had made an end of her song, she wept
sore, till presently sleep overcame her and she slept..? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself secure from every changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow
of Fortune's treacherous tide..? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he seek in the Spring and its blooms one day, The face of his loved one holds the
only Spring for his eye..? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store thou didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst
requite..When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's verses, he fell a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears
with her sleeve and questioned him and comforted his mind. Then she took the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise as
would move the phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following verses:.So she arose and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of
prayers (213) and accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated
herself upon her couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!)
and Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not]
this place pleasant, for all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare
tread [the soil of] this place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and
meats and viands and fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had
enough; after which the tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials,
together with all manner fruits and sweet-scented flowers..O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..When he heard this, he came up to
me and looking in my face, cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my brother, the son of my mother and father! Allah! Allah!' Then he loosed me
from my bonds and kissed my head, and behold it was my friend who used to borrow money of me. When I kissed his head, he kissed mine and
said, 'O my brother, be not affrighted.' Then he called for my clothes [and money and restored to me all that had been taken from me] nor was aught
missing to me. Moreover, he brought me a bowl full of [sherbet of] sugar, with lemons therein, and gave me to drink thereof; and the company
came and seated me at a table. So I ate with them and he said to me, 'O my lord and my brother, now have bread and salt passed between us and
thou hast discovered our secret and [become acquainted with] our case; but secrets [are safe] with the noble.' Quoth I, 'As I am a lawfully-begotten
child, I will not name aught [of this] neither denounce [you!*]' And they assured themselves of me by an oath. Then they brought me out and I
went my way, scarce crediting but that I was of the dead..There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day
on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to
them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a
place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..The
kings of the Jinn were moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced
her and kissed her between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I
conjure thee by Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and
playing thereon after a different fashion from the former one, sang the following verses:.But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen, i.
50..There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy in
his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem
with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his
subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Maraoun El Hakim bi
Amrillah, The, iii. 171..Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O
father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto
thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said
to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El
Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage
between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me and
slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..Mariyeh folded the letter and gave it to Shefikeh,
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bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took it and going with it to his door, would have entered; but the chamberlains and serving-men forbade
her, till they had gotten her leave from the prince. When she went in to him, she found him sitting in the midst of the five damsels aforesaid, whom
his father had brought him. So she gave him the letter and he took it and read it. Then he bade one of the damsels, whose name was Khefifeh and
who came from the land of China, tune her lute and sing upon the subject of separation. So she came forward and tuning the lute, played thereon in
four-and-twenty modes; after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.When
the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard
and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came forward another
man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another story bearing on the malice of women and their
craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to you.".? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art
slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again thy sight?".103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.When
God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith
ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was lavish of his
House and his Victual to one whom he knew not dcccciv.? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me
many a year..? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his
horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee
kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, I
will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not
ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than everything and
than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.' Then the horseman
took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..Disciple's Story, The, i. 283..Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of
his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his
death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit,
thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou
knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies
[and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou
hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the
son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".? ? ? ? ? If I must die,
then welcome death to heal My woes; 'twere lighter than the pangs I feel..His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.70.
Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman dclvi.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented
himself before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Of
patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor deny.? ? ? ? ? All for a wild deer's love, whose looks have snared me
And on whose brows the morning glitters bright.? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to meet
you I flew..When it was the second day, the second of the king's viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to him and said, "God advance the
king! This that yonder youth hath done is a grave matter and a foul deed and a heinous against the household of the king." So Azadbekht bade fetch
the youth, because of the saying of the vizier; and when he came into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth! Needs must I slay thee by
the worst of deaths, for indeed thou hast committed a grave crime, and I will make thee a warning to the folk." "O king," answered the youth,
"hasten not, for the looking to the issues of affairs is a pillar of the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment for the kingship.
Whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs, there befalleth him that which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of affairs, there
betideth him of joyance that which betided the merchant's son." "And what is the story of the merchant and his son?" asked the king. "O king,"
answered the youth,.Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the
slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat.
Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present
withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a
chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and
sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto
the following verses:.They tell that Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to
him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in
elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him, "Know ye what
this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay,"
rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the
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saying of the poet, 'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As
for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they
rejoiced in that which they were given, we took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in
elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying,
'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily,
God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).69. The Water-Carrier and the
Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.Presently, one of the slave-girls brought him a pair of sandals wrought with raw silk and green silk and embroidered with
red gold, and he took them and put them in his sleeve, whereat the slave cried out and said, "Allah! Allah! O my lord, these are sandals for the
treading of thy feet, so thou mayst enter the draught-house." Aboulhusn was confounded and shaking the sandals from his sleeve, put them on his
feet, whilst the Khalif [well-nigh] died of laughter at him. The slave forewent him to the house of easance, where he entered and doing his
occasion, came out into the chamber, whereupon the slave- girls brought him a basin of gold and an ewer of silver and poured water on his hands
and he made the ablution..Looking to the Issues of Affairs, Of, i. 80..Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207) and he welcomed me and
entreated me with kindness, bidding me be seated and admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and called down blessings upon
him and he took pleasure in my discourse and showed me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'my name is
Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said, 'And what countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told
him my story and he marvelled mightily thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it behoveth that it be written in
characters of gold.'.Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself
and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young
man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes,
after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.52. The Devout Israelite cccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64)
dishevelled widows plain! How many a weakling orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.There came to a king of the kings, in his old age, a son, who
grew up comely, quick-witted and intelligent, and when he came to years of discretion and became a young man, his father said to him, 'Take this
kingdom and govern it in my stead, for I desire to flee [from the world] to God the Most High and don the gown of wool and give myself up to
devotion.' Quoth the prince, 'And I also desire to take refuge with God the Most High.' And the king said, 'Arise, let us flee forth and make for the
mountains and worship in them, for shamefastness before God the Most High.'.? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that my longing
love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..So Es Shisban drank off the cup in his turn and said, 'Well done, O desire of
hearts!' And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great pearls and rubies and broidered with
precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the cup and fell to gazing intently upon Tuhfeh.
Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O queen of men and Jinn; for indeed thou
hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she improvised and sang the following verses:.41. Ali Shar and
Zumurrud cccvii.There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the
pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he
should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to
his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were
prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her
and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way
unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..Then the old queen and her daughter and son-in-law embarked
in the ship and setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they passed the night in
the ship, and when the day was near to break, the young king went down from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and made for the market. As
he drew near the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to
his house, where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and straightway cast him back into his whilom place of duresse..One day my master said to
me, 'Knowest thou not some art or handicraft?' And I answered, saying, 'O my lord, I am a merchant and know nought but traffic.' Quoth he,
'Knowest thou how to shoot with a bow and arrows?' And I replied, 'Yes, I know that.' So he brought me a bow and arrows and mounting me
behind him on an elephant, set out with me, at the last of the night, and fared on till we came to a forest of great trees; whereupon he made me
climb a high and stout tree and giving me the bow and arrows, said to me, 'Sit here, and when the elephants come hither by day, shoot at them, so
haply thou shalt hit one of them; and if any of them fall, come at nightfall and tell me.' Then he went away and left me trembling and fearful. I
abode hidden in the tree till the sun rose, when the elephants came out and fared hither and thither among the trees, and I gave not over shooting at
them with arrows, till I brought down one of them. So, at eventide, I went and told my master, who rejoiced in me and rewarded me; then he came
and carried away the dead elephant..102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.On this wise she abode a great
while and indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door of her chamber and straining him to
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her bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household and seeing her embracing the youth,
abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned back,
trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered he,
'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder youth, who came with the
eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and she was standing, watching;
[and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.When
they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting me [in that language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner
of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,' answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water, wherewithal to
water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing from the inward
of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee asleep therein, moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst awake. Acquaint us, therefore,
with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind yonder mountain, for that we have
never till now known any make his way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question me.' So they brought me food
and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they were amazed and confounded and
said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So
they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand and saluted him..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How
many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this wise,
he questioned her of her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness
liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and let me go
my way.' Her husband chid her for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch
yonder physician how he doth and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every day to the physician's
assembly.'.Meanwhile the messenger had reached the opposite camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif
rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of good tidings a sumptuous dress of honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then
they fell upon Meimoun's troops and destroyed them to the last man; and when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and
was even as we have said. Presently Kemeriyeh and her sister [Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what they had done;
whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted her and gave her joy of her deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the
former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh, whilst the troops encamped upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to
Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his hands. As they were thus engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds,
and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with a drawn sword in her hand..? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The
loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him
pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a
woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is
this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a
love-sick maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..When she had made an end of her song, she cast the lute from
her hand and wept till she swooned away, whereupon the Khalif bade carry her to her chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with
an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he again commanded to bring her to his presence, and when she came, he bade her sing. Accordingly, she took
the lute and spoke forth that which was in her heart and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The earth is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of
abidance is still in the cheeks of the fair..?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..'This is idle talk,'
answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee
and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy
secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication
to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.137. Otbeh and Reyya
dclxxx.When the Khalif returned from the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to
her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated her on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they
ate and washed their hands; after which she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing
and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart
and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped
himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she
answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of the poet in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? So
fell and fierce my stroke is, if on a mountain high It lit, though all of granite, right through its midst 'twould shear..When the evening came and the
king sat in his privy chamber, he summoned the vizier and required of him the story of the thief and the woman. Quoth the vizier, "Know, O king,
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that.? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii.
150..Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him on the couch, brought him meat and wine and gave him to drink; after which she put
off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them up in a handkerchief, said to him, "O my lord, this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover
she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do even as I." So he arose in haste and went out, scarce crediting his deliverance.
When the girl was assured of his escape, she put out her hand to her clothes [and jewels] and taking them, said to the prefect, "Is the requital of
kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of my victual]; so now arise and depart from us without ill-[doing]; or I will
give one cry and all who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir went out from her, without having gotten a single dirhem; and on this wise
she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.Accordingly, one night, when they were alone with the king and he leant back, as he
were asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself, 'These are young boys, not come to years
of discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words from some one, they had not spoken with each other thereof.'
When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to
him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.'
'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered,
'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on
him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast
him therein..When the king heard this from the youth, his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..The
Third Day..As for Firouz, when he went forth from his house, he sought the letter, but found it not; so he returned home. Now his return fell in with
the king's going forth and he found the latter's sandal in his house, whereat his wit was dazed and he knew that the king had not sent him away but
for a purpose of his own. However, he held his peace and spoke not a word, but, taking the letter, went on his errand and accomplished it and
returned to the king, who gave him a hundred dinars. So Firouz betook himself to the market and bought what beseemeth women of goodly gifts
and returning to his wife, saluted her and gave her all that he had brought and said to her, "Arise [go] to thy father's house." "Wherefore?" asked
she, and he said, "Verily, the king hath been bountiful to me and I would have thee show forth this, so thy father may rejoice in that which he seeth
upon thee." "With all my heart," answered she and arising forthright, betook herself to the house of her father, who rejoiced in her coming and in
that which he saw upon her; and she abode with him a month's space, and her husband made no mention of her..Then they ate and the tables were
removed and they washed their hands; after which Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the
place and with thy presence enlightenest and embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath
spread its wings for departure and there abideth thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its
strings on rare wise, played thereon after a wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were present as if the palace stirred with them for the
music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon
and they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier of their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was
with them and pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had
cast many folk into that pit and they had died..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his
cousin Akil twenty days, after which he made ready for the journey to Baghdad and letting bring the booty he had gotten of King Zuheir, divided it
between himself and his cousin. Then he set out for Baghdad, and when he came within two days' journey of the city, he called his servant Aamir
and bade him mount his charger and forego him with the baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir [took horse and] fared on till he came to Baghdad,
and the season of his entering was the first of the day; nor was there little child or hoary old man in the city but came forth to divert himself with
gazing on those flocks and herds and upon the goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were amazed at what they saw. Presently the news
reached the king that the young man El Abbas, who had gone forth from him, was come back with herds and rarities and slaves and a mighty host
and had taken up his sojourn without the city, whilst his servant Aamir was presently come to Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- places
for his lord, wherein he should take up his abode..? ? ? ? ? I see yon like unto mankind in favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in
fashion and in deed..Now, when the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should get together that
which was obligatory on him of the dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the
young man and carried him to the draper's house. The wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the
lady, "Go, fetch that which thou wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man
forced her and did his occasion of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an
exceeding love and was like to lose his life for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth,
which is not thy husband's, but my son's. Now have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the
setting thee right with him, and thou wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do
so.".When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the second
damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby, (128) warbled a
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plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was certified of the case and knew that the
calamity, all of it, was in his own house and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he redoubled in certainty and said to the
singer, 'Art thou now going to her?' 'Yes, O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away; whereupon the druggist started up, as he
were a madman, and ungarnished his shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house, and presently up came the druggist and
knocked at the door. The singer would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to him, 'Get thee down to the bottom of
the house and enter the oven (200) and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went down to her husband and opened the door
to him, whereupon he entered and went round about the house, but found no one and overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating and swore that
he would not go forth of the house till the morrow..Midmost that meadow was a palace soaring high into the air, with battlements of red gold, set
with pearls and jewels, and a two-leaved gate; and in the gateway thereof were much people of the chiefs of the Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel.
When they saw the old man, they all cried out, saying, 'The Lady Tuhfeh is come!' And as soon as she reached the palace-gate, they came all and
dismounting her from the horse's back, carried her into the palace and fell to kissing her hands. When she entered, she beheld a palace whereof
never saw eyes the like; for therein were four estrades, one facing other, and its walls were of gold and its ceilings of silver. It was lofty of building,
wide of continence, and those who beheld it would be puzzled to describe it. At the upper end of the hall stood a throne of red gold, set with pearls
and jewels, unto which led up five steps of silver, and on the right thereof and on its left were many chairs of gold and silver; and over the dais was
a curtain let down, gold and silver wrought and broidered with pearls and jewels..9. Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.The Vicar of the Lord of
the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the number of his boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim en Nedim el
Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of smiting upon the lute; and of the Commander of the Faithful's
love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing and
singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the lute;
and if she pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's palace..? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons
cccclxxv.Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he saw the place empty,
and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines of the sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis came to look for
Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O
our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which the earth
trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this
Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..The learned man bethought
him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the young
man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!' So
Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of
lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he
conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more
extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".? ? ? ? ? v. The Sharpers with the
Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,'
answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost
thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked
Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and
when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy
her she allegeth some default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.'
Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,'
answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but
folly and pallor have diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt
thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the
house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters'
shrined..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont
to pray for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed, and he was
straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them
forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the
brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her
and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and
falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S
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STORY..Conclusion.I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay,
and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman
lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I
may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy
wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the
Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her
leasing from thy leasing.".?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..Presently, up came the Khalif and
the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when
the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was
grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before
Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars
and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall
be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and
gotten thy stake."
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