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Now King Azadbekht's wife was big with child and the pains of labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the mountain-foot, by a spring
of water, and she gave birth to a boy as he were the moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven brocade and wrapped the child
therein, and they passed the night [in that place], what while she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king to her, "We are hampered by
this child and cannot abide here nor can we carry him with us; so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for Allah is able to send him one
who shall take him and rear him." So they wept over him exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in the gown of brocade: then they
laid at his head a thousand dinars in a bag and mounting their horses, departed, fleeing..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said,
Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.My fortitude fails, my endeavour is
vain, ii. 95..His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted
with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in
company with thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said,
"Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he
answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the
lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police dcv.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's
speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and
embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him
with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought
his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier
abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath
come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had
betided them against their enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the
defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with
the prince, and they fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his
charger and Saad said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our
Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took
horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a
stranger in the land.".Before I entered this corporation, (149) I had a draper's shop and there used to come to me a man whom I knew not, save by
his face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience with him, till he could pay me. One day, I foregathered with certain of my friends
and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at Tab; (150) and we made one of us Vizier and another Sultan and a third
headsman..Meanwhile the messenger had reached the opposite camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif
rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of good tidings a sumptuous dress of honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then
they fell upon Meimoun's troops and destroyed them to the last man; and when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and
was even as we have said. Presently Kemeriyeh and her sister [Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what they had done;
whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted her and gave her joy of her deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the
former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh, whilst the troops encamped upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to
Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his hands. As they were thus engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds,
and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with a drawn sword in her hand..19. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn cclxxxvi.O
friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself,
'By Allah, all these things have betided by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the
forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway
transported all that was in the ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring
of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick,
clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her
goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..? ? ? ? ?
But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..Now the Persian had a
mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed him and wept before him, professing love to him
and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the night cometh and my master entereth [the
harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer returned and sat with the boon-companions, and
the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat down.] (202) Now the singer knew the place that the
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mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the candle went out. The Persian, who was drunken, fell
over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is good!' and threw himself upon him and clipped him,
whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him and beat him grievously, after which he bound him to a
tree that was in the house. (203).61. Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.8. Ali ben Bekkar and
Shemsennehar clxiii.Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.When the morning morrowed, they found themselves
reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and
Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad!
Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and
may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But
Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single
combat..When came the night, the vizier presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and
obedience. Know, Out.121. The Devout Platter-maker and his Wife cccclxviii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.Then she cast the lute
from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this
world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing
the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst
accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get
me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of
her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I
find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave
from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her
once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.So Es Shisban drank off the cup in
his turn and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts!' And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with
great pearls and rubies and broidered with precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the cup
and fell to gazing intently upon Tuhfeh. Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O
queen of men and Jinn; for indeed thou hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she improvised and sang the
following verses:.A certain singing-woman was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat,
(133) behold, a man lopped of the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity,
for the love of God!" but she answered, "God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a
messenger and gave her the hire of her going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the
appointed place, the messenger brought her into a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none
therein, but saw the [place made ready for an] entertainment with candles and wine and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third
beds.."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to
righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the
door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her
speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make
us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the
excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to
enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised
the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the
Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their
houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again and again to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh
heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None lacketh wit but he who believeth a black slave." And she reviled
Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'"
Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou sportest and jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to
please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady
Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not."
And she railed at her..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she
took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O
nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse
made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou
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not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.When the evening evened, the king sent after the vizier
and when he presented himself before him, he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know,
O illustrious lord, that.On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs must
it befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God.
So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He
will give me the victory over them.".Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the
prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the
pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting
weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head
outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy
boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold beside the
throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and
hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals,
excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came
up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women,
than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon
they embraced her and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her,
"I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the
sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no
knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face
be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say
thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money
may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent
again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber,
and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy
saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say thus.".110. The Haunted House in
Baghdad ccccxxiv.Unjust King and the Tither, The, i. 272.So we went with him till he came to the place where my slave had buried the money and
dug there and brought it out; whereat I marvelled with the utmost wonder and we carried it to the prefect's house. When the latter saw the money,
he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me a dress of honour. Then he restored the money straightway to the Sultan and we left the
youth in prison; whilst I said to my slave who had taken the money, "Did yonder young man see thee, what time thou buriedst the money?" "No, by
the Great God!" answered he. So I went in to the young man, the prisoner, and plied him with wine till he recovered, when I said to him, "Tell me
how thou stolest the money." "By Allah," answered he, "I stole it not, nor did I ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth of the earth!" Quoth I, "How
so?" And he said, "Know that the cause of my falling into your hands was my mother's imprecation against me; for that I evil entreated her
yesternight and beat her and she said to me, 'By Allah, O my son, God shall assuredly deliver thee into the hand of the oppressor!' Now she is a
pious woman. So I went out forthright and thou sawest me in the way and didst that which thou didst; and when beating was prolonged on me, my
senses failed me and I heard one saying to me, 'Fetch it.' So I said to you what I said and he (145) guided me till I came to the place and there befell
what befell of the bringing out of the money.".162. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccccxxx.67. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant
dcliii.Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? b. Bakoun's Story of the
Hashish-Eater cxliii.Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who
set it on the door and said to the damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel,
where do thou foregather with all the mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee
to-morrow early, with their drums and pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee
joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily,
we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though thou banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to
strewing dinars and dirhems amongst them; whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer
and this is our original condition; but out Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with
their provost.'.When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the
door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its
strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous
melodies and chanting the following verses:.Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced
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pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him
and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her in the gladsomest of case and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were
past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to
his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124)
than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel and ornaments..Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I
must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than
this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a
servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth
the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred my
hearing and my sight, Desire and transport for your sake wax on me night and day..Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i. 203..? ? ? ? ? In
every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;.Then she gave out among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was come
and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him,
whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the
queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented themselves before him and saw of his
breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of those who had foregone him of the kings..? ? ? ? ?
Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear to them from me, their lover, and say.? ?
? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.Then came forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is pleasanter and
more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone
should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..When her people arose in the morning and saw her not, they sought her in the camp, but, finding
her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me. Now she had four brothers, as they were falcons, and they mounted and
dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark and the other dogs answered him and coming to the
mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came up and standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in
and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding, an elder versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a rope and bringing us both
forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode pondering the affair..When the messenger came to King Azadbekht
and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour
after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh
not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by
the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and
presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.Then
the girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after
them all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and
bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;"
but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars,
saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by.
Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I thus question my
heart that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my complaining; but tears speak, as they flow..Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and
the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that
might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the
kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the
enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the
Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode
established upon the accepted customs..? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the loved are come again,".So the old man put his head forth of the window and
called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel,
he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they
embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled
forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How
should I not be confounded," answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and
they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is
to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go
forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if
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otherwise, do thou flee.".81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.When the king heard this story, he smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier
go away to his own house..? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge cxlix.Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..Favourite and her Lover,
The, iii. 165..As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and
she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth
not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she
might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road,
[I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah
Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young
Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a
looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?"
And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he
came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered,
"No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou
Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for the young
Damascene..88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with
love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..?STORY OF THE SINGER AND THE DRUGGIST..57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the
Lady and the Bear cccliii.When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house,
and there he abode his day long..Thirteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have poured
thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came
before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace
and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of
Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she
looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a
glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her
from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set
apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of
kings' daughters..? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..Then said the
Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we
may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a
sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour
was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her
sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing.".? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of
him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people deny?.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.? ? ? ?
? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.It chanced one day that he fell in
upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that
country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.'
Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.'
Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth
repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith,
the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian,"
replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).Officer's Story,
The Second, ii. 134..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do
me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will
slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should
guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out
from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and
this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half his fill.."Leave the mention of him. Who is at the door?" Quoth
Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said,
berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ... ?" [And he repeated the following line:].58. The King's Daughter
and the Ape ccclv.? ? ? ? ? Whose streams beneath the myrtle's shade and cassia's welled amain And birds made carol jubilant from every
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blossomed spray..Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..55. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream cccli.Next morning, the old
woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger
slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she
took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old
woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife;
so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all
knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her serving-men and attendants and those who were
about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place..So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the
well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art
thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me."
Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and
when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest
thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir
signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".109. The
Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover ccccxxiv.?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND
WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO HIM..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and
her Two Lovers dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his
father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left
not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live
the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to
the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them
expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while
his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his
slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the
Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of their story..? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother xxxii.Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..Abou Temam, Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..When the
night was half spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew of my case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted
of me and followed me and gave not over besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep pit, wherein was water, and one of the dogs fell in with
me. The woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved to pity on me, for that wherein I was fallen,
and coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and clung to it and she pulled me up; but, when I was
halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode three days, she and I and the dog..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story
of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from
him, so he might pay the rest of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father
and say to him, "Thy son hath wasted thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he
confided and to whom he hath entrusted his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of
pilgrims], in despite of this fool of a youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid] and return to
his father, and I shall be quit of travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode there..As soon
as his father-in-law had departed for Samarcand, King Shehriyar summoned the grandees of his realm and made them a magnificent banquet of all
manner rich meats and exquisite sweetmeats. Moreover, he bestowed on them dresses of honour and guerdoned them and divided the kingdoms
between himself and his brother in their presence, whereat the folk rejoiced. Then the two kings abode, ruling each a day in turn and they accorded
with each other, what while their wives continued in the love of God the Most High and in thanksgiving to Him; and the subjects and the provinces
were at peace and the preachers prayed for them from the pulpits, and their report was bruited abroad and the travellers bore tidings of them [to all
countries]..To return to El Abbas, when he alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a
shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a
handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found
a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood watching him and presently the other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou
stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him,
whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a
thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled
for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas his possession..Now the king had a son, a pleasant child, called the Amir Mohammed, who was
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comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books and studied histories and above all things in the world he loved the telling and hearing
of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that he had none other son than he on life, and indeed he had
reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and perfection. Moreover, he had learnt to
play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of music and he was used to [carouse and] company with friends and brethren. Now it was of
his wont that, when the king rose to go to his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I should entertain him with stories and
verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and the prince still loved me with an
exceeding great love and entreated me with the utmost kindness..Now Ishac had returned to his house upon an occasion that presented itself to him;
and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like whereof he had never heard in the world, for that it was [soft] as the breeze
and richer (178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and joyance overcame him, and he fell down aswoon in the vestibule,
Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went out to see what was to do. She found her lord Ishac lying aswoon in the
vestibule; so she took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in God's name, O my lord, tell me, hath aught befallen thee?'
When he heard her voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said to her,
'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee and remembered thee not till now!' Then he looked at her and
said, 'Indeed, thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou hast redoubled in beauty and lovesomeness. But was it thou
who was singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's
Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her
a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of
water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched
two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink];
whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst
rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger]
and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of
whom I was going about.'.? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..164. The
Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace
of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his
wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for
himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he
reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain
from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince
returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.Things, The King who knew the
Quintessence of, i. 239.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in
vain!.17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.So he took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered the city
and gave not over going round about its streets and markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them
men of worth, till the day was half spent, when he resolved to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may eat of
ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.' Accordingly, he accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in his
[means of getting a] living, and said to him, 'Take the price of this dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in your
market of meats and sweetmeats and bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he desired and calling a porter, laid it in his
basket, and Selim paid the cook the price of his wares, after the fullest fashion..David and Solomon, i. 275..? ? ? ? ? But on no wise was I affrayed
nor turned from love of her; So let the railer rave of her henceforth his heart's content.
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