
El Estilete De Oro Novela De Aventuras Extraordinarias

EL ESTILETE DE ORO NOVELA DE AVENTURAS EXTRAORDINARIAS
When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for

that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a

sumptuous present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor,"

added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace,

with the foul-favoured man.".Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company of the birds, but saw nought

resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite together and counselled the

former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while [and tended him] till he

recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness returned to

him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she returned to him with

a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good! Indeed, thou hast done

well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice."."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered,

saying:.When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story.

So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone

among bygone peoples), that.As I was passing one day in the market, I found that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken

thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell

a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..His

love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows

right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.59. The Enchanted Horse Night cclvii.? ? ? ? ? I supplicate Him, who parted us and doomed Our

separation, that we may meet again..? ? ? ? ? And I to you swore that a lover I was; God forbid that with treason mine oath I ensue!.151. The

Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.Ibrahim and his Son, Story of King, i. 138..66. The

Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.? ? ? ? ? But when ye saw my writ, the standard ye o'erthrew Of faith, your favours grudged

and aught of grace denied..Disciple's Story, The, i. 283..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth xxi.So Es Shisban drank off the cup in his turn

and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts!' And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great

pearls and rubies and broidered with precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the cup and

fell to gazing intently upon Tuhfeh. Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O

queen of men and Jinn; for indeed thou hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she improvised and sang the

following verses:.?OF TRUST IN GOD..The Seventeenth Night of the Month..55. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream

cccli.When the prince saw her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God

on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related

to him that which had bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous

unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars,"

answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said,

"Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not again to serve any one. When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast

wearied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off of thy dependence upon Mariyeh.".There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and

times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was

wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and

majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long

space of time..167. Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.? ? ? ? ? The huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace,"

[Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I ween.".? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many

a baggage-train;.? ? ? ? ? Upon the table of her cheek beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her charms! 'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with God

incontinent." (119).? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit xxxix.So the old woman returned to the lover and said to him, "I have skilfully contrived

the affair for thee with her; [and now it behoveth us to amend that we have marred]. So go now and sit with the draper and bespeak him of the

turban-cloth, [saying, 'The turban-cloth I bought of thee I chanced to burn in two places; so I gave it to a certain old woman, to get mended, and she

took it and went away, and I know not her dwelling-place.'] When thou seest me pass by, rise and lay hold of me [and demand of me the

turban-cloth], to the intent that I may amend her case with her husband and that thou mayst be even with her." So he repaired to the draper's shop

and sat down by him and said to him, "Thou knowest the turban-cloth I bought of thee?" "Yes," answered the draper, and the other said, "Knowest

thou what is come of it?" "No," replied the husband, and the youth said, "After I bought it of thee, I fumigated myself (58) and it befell that the

turban-cloth was burnt in two places. So I gave it to a woman, whose son, they said, was a fine-drawer, and she took it and went away with it; and I
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know not her abiding-place." When the draper heard this, he misdoubted him [of having wrongly suspected his wife] and marvelled at the story of

the turban-cloth, and his mind was set at ease concerning her..Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? t. The Weaver who became a Physician by

his Wife's Commandment dccccix.51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Look

at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with green..The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..It befell one day that the

king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel,

my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer

to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he

answered 'With all my heart.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dcx.? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.Then

said she to him, "O my son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I

acquainted him with my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am

Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the

Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the

city, making proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours

and troubleth on them their lives!' and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me."

Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of

the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them

and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou

art a liar, who would make me out a dotard.".54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.Assemble, ye people of passion, I

pray, iii. 31..The company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath

betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in

loveliking for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married

her and entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain,

caused bring them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his

palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa

raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty

King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to

him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee

speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made

thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.? ?

? ? ? A moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and his forehead shine

clear..On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule

and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old

man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such

as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.The old woman received the alms from her

and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with the rest bought him an old shirt, in which she clad him, after she had stripped him of that

he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken from off him and arising forthright, washed his body of that which was thereon of filth and

scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought him chickens and made him broth; so he ate and his life returned to him and he

abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with

delight at your view;.There was once, in a province of Persia, a king of the kings, who was mighty of estate, endowed with majesty and venerance

and having troops and guards at his command; but he was childless. Towards the end of his life, his Lord vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy

grew up and was comely and learned all manner of knowledge. He made him a private place, to wit, a lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles

and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the prince entered the palace, he saw in its ceiling the picture [of a woman], than whom he had

never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed about with slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in a swoon and became distraught for love

of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his father came in to him and finding him wasted of body and changed of colour, by reason of

his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he was ill and sent for the sages and physicians, that they might medicine him. Moreover, he

said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn what aileth my son, thou shalt have of me largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince

and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to him that his malady was caused by the picture. Then he returned to the king and told him

what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to another palace and made his former lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the

Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but none could give him tidings thereof..? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its

course appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..Then El Abbas went in
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to Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he

rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her

in the gladsomest of case and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his

kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he

granted him the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter

thereon, loaded it with apparel and ornaments..Queen Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred

thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of

them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that which

had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds; the

branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up

came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together with many

carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold. These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne

thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and ambergris..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.43. The Man of Yemen and

his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love with the Picture dcccxciv.Then she arose and going in to the king, found

him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed,

O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth

thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and

thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he,

'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware

of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my

mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast

absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side...111. The Pilgrim and the Old

Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that

which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for

chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew

what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had

considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story,

O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that which befell

between them.".When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.[Aforetime] I

journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships.

Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the

Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who

despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the

lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city

and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..Ye know I'm

passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them]

towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him

to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son,

whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him

his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his

room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and steeds and

good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one

Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all away..Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and

she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in

every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst

have him found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the

princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three

days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the

Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me

will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye."
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Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..Now the king was

leaning back upon the cushion, when he heard the man's words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all

assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to

his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of the affair, no, nor any of those who were in that assembly, save the king and the husband and the

damsel's brother. (176).Appointed Term, Of the, i. 147..? ? ? ? ? Sure God shall yet, in pity, reknit our severed lives, Even as He did afflict me with

loneness after thee..When Selim found himself in that sorry plight and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and the

contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned to shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented

and recited the following verses:.I went forth one day, purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way.

When he came up with me, he offered to slay me and I said to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall

be the taking of thy life." "What is the cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs

must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from him to the river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I

sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him, "Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my

throat, when, behold, there came a great crocodile forth of the river and snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with

the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the perfection of God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had

delivered me from the hand of that oppressor.'.? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that

pass from friend to friend..? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits

I'm fain..28. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-surgeon cclxxiii.There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country,

who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them

and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he

learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's

name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart

therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed

of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one

soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other

of them]..Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not

friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold, he was the lophand who

had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So

saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and laying them by his

side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and intoxicated themselves and

their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a mind to go, let me know."

Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that our captain and our chief purposeth

thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the time." And he answered,

saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and leave the door open; and

do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the issue to which it may

lead; for whoso considereth not the issues [of his actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and occupied themselves

with devising how they should turn away their mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that which she saw in

their eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma said to Selim,

'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen through this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we have

discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her

affair, and now she will forge lies against us; wherefore, methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and

exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I

and thou, and go forth this night from this land and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for

whoso is absent from the eye is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i.

53..? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the palace, knowst thou not that I, to look on thee, The world have traversed, far and wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.Then he

arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject

unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion."

Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the

King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are

occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?"

And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".As for the eunuch, the chamberlain, who had counselled King Dadbin [not to slay her,
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but] to [cause] carry her to the desert [and there abandon her], she bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and said to him, "The like of thee

it behoveth kings to hold in favour and set in high place, for that thou spokest loyally and well, and a man is still requited according to his deed."

And Kisra the king invested him with the governance of one of the provinces of his empire. Know, therefore, O king," continued the youth, "that

whoso doth good is requited therewith and he who is guiltless of sin and reproach feareth not the issue of his affair. And I, O king, am free from

guilt, wherefore I trust in God that He will show forth the truth and vouchsafe me the victory over enemies and enviers.".So each of them went up

to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and another, 'This is

for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And they gave not over taking turns at him

and beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have entered into sin

against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!'.Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him on

the couch, brought him meat and wine and gave him to drink; after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them up

in a handkerchief, said to him, "O my lord, this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do

even as I." So he arose in haste and went out, scarce crediting his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put out her hand to her

clothes [and jewels] and taking them, said to the prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of

my victual]; so now arise and depart from us without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir

went out from her, without having gotten a single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.117. The

Favourite and her Lover M.121. The Devout Platter-maker and his Wife cccclxviii.The merchant believed her and she took leave of him and went

away, leaving in his heart a thousand regrets, for that the love of her had gotten possession of him and he knew not how he should win to her;

wherefore he abode enamoured, love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and going up to the

Court, went in to the Chief Cadi and saluted him. The magistrate returned his salutation and entreated him with honour and seated him by his side.

Then said Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter." "O my lord merchant,"

answered the Cadi, "indeed my daughter beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the pleasantness of

thy composition and the sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be

content with her, how should this irk thee?" So they came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower precedent of five purses

(257) paid down then and there and a dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her away, forasmuch as her

father had given him fair warning, but he would not be warned..Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and

showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore

concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been

put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of

good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,]

and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon

God for succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is

missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief

concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid

and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are

present, I call you to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".? ? ? ? ?

p. The Idiot and the Sharper dccccv.When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came round about

me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said to him,

"Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down under

her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote

together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we

departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".After this came the horseman, who had taken Abou

Sabir's wife, and complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of herself, avouching that she was his wife. The king bade

bring her before him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came with her before him, and when the

king saw her, he knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he became aware of the troops, that they murmured

against him and spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them, 'As for me, by God the Great, I am not the king's

brother! Nay, I am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used every day to taunt me therewith. Ye think that I am

the king's brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my patience. As for the king who sought protection of me

and I despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and drove me forth of my native land and banished me,

without due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of lawful vengeance. As for the thieves who proffered

repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul [dealing] and waylaid me by the road and despoiled
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me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye deemed slaves, are my very sons; so I avenged myself

on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As for the horseman whom I slew, the woman I took from

him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to me]; so this was my right, and my deed that I have done

was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by way of tyranny.' When the folk heard this, they marvelled

and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding affection and excused themselves to him, marvelling at that

which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his longsuffering and his patience and how he had raised

himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while God cast down the [late] king from the throne into the

pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of the fruit of patience and its sweetness and the fruit of

haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.' On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer,

"it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the fashion of the noble, and it is the chiefest of their

reliance, especially for kings.".2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.The ship tarried with him some days, till he should be certified what he would

do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the merchants what this merchandise profiteth and in what country it lacketh and how much is the gain

thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they directed him to a far country, where his dirhem should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and

steered for the land in question; but, as he went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The merchant saved himself on a

plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave Him thanks for his

preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he betook himself thither and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he acquainted with his

case and that which had betided him. The old man grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and set food before him. So he ate and the old

man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of me five dirhems

(105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy

return, Slumber, indeed, for ever my wakeful lids would flee..111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of

Police dccccxxx.? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune whiles to thee belike may be unjust, Her seasons change and man's excused if he transgress..THE BOOK

OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..168. Abdallah ben Fasil and his Brothers dcccclixviii.There was once, of old days, a king of

the kings, whose name was Azadbekht; his [capital] city was called Kuneim Mudoud and his kingdom extended to the confines of Seistan and from

the frontiers of Hindustan to the sea He had ten viziers, who ordered his state and his dominion, and he was possessed of judgment and exceeding

wisdom. One day he went forth with certain of his guards to the chase and fell in with an eunuch on horseback, holding in his hand the halter of a

mule, which he led along. On the mule's back was a litter of gold-inwoven brocade, garded about with an embroidered band set with gold and

jewels, and over against the litter was a company of horsemen. When King Azadbekht saw this, he separated himself from his companions and

making for the mule and the horsemen, questioned the latter, saying, "To whom belongeth this litter and what is therein?". The eunuch answered,

(for he knew not that he was King Azadbekht,) saying, "This litter belongeth to Isfehend, vizier to King Azadbekht, and therein is his daughter,

whom he purposeth to marry to Zad Shah the King."
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