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Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with an exceeding might and

carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that welled up from under the

earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came to himself and rising,

fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he entered the village and

foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they marvelled at him, how God

had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that thou

art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse,

returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the

other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy

slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat

and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for

the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have

bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".? ? ? ? ? I am

content, for him I love, to all abide; So, who will, let him blame, and who will, let him chide..? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline;

indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? To

lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye disdain?"].Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the

Porter, iii. 199..When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this is

my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate

of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one

appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will

further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he

drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee

from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt

him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered, saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude

of his troops.'.?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..SHEHRZAD AND

SHEHRIYAR..? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..22. El

Hejjaj and the three Young Mem ccccxxxiv.O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..Now he had

with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and abode thus till daybreak],

when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on your

hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the

Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set before him

somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return for which] I

will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his ease, what

while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps and filling

the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The

fullest of greetings bear to them from me, their lover, and say.When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a

murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands

on him and carried him up to the king and said to him, 'This fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison]

and he fell a-saying in himself, what while he was in the prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for,

indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously and this is the requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he

was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and lighted down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he

took a stone and cast it at the bird..Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them,

"O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay,

and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be

denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he

turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and]

understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God

the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and
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He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As

swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL

FORTUNE..?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..Clemency, Of, i. 120..As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the

palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would

slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou

deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one

with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and

embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up

our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us

and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any

wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all

who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him

with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit

out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking

therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake

themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.When

the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied

himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is

thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not

therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but

made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and

merrymaking and delight.Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said,

"Thou dealtest not friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold, he

was the lophand who had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou

shall remember it." So saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes

and laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and

intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a

mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that our captain

and our chief purposeth thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the

time." And he answered, saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and

leave the door open; and do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third

Officer's Story dccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? For the uses of food I was fashioned and made; The hands of the noble me wrought and inlaid..When the king

heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and

showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him raise his head and questioned him of his lord El

Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which had betided him with King Zuheir and of the army that was become

at his commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him

more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the

inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the

glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had heard from the prince's servant..They have shut out thy person from my

sight, iii. 43..I abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as

usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full

moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the

woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I

was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me

winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him

dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my

shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she

said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went

away..When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting me [in that language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I,

'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,' answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water,
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wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing

from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee asleep therein, moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst awake.

Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind yonder

mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question

me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they

were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou

mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand and saluted him..When the king heard this story, he said,

"How like is this to our own case!" Then he bade the vizier retire to his lodging; so he withdrew to his house and on the morrow he abode at home

[till the king should summon him to his presence.].Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart doth not

grieve.'.Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in

thy seeing me..Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions

and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned

them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the

king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the

people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So

he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..When she had made an end of her song,

she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away, whereupon the Khalif bade carry her to her chamber. Now he was ravished with

her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he again commanded to bring her to his presence, and when she came, he bade her sing.

Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that which was in her heart and sang the following verses:.Physician by his Wife's Commandment,

The Weaver who became a, ii. 21..The season of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.? ? ?

? ? O friends, the East wind waxes, the morning draweth near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to hear..8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the

Slave of Love xxxix.?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I made

the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her

people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but

saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and

humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said

to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode

three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..? ? ? ? ? "How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a lesson

well might trace;.So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came to the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway.

When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom

thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth

Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting

forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but

an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..When

the night was half spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew of my case save this woman. The dogs

misdoubted of me and followed me and gave not over besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep pit, wherein was water, and one of the dogs

fell in with me. The woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved to pity on me, for that wherein I

was fallen, and coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and clung to it and she pulled me up; but,

when I was halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode three days, she and I and the dog..? ? ? ? ? This is

my saying; apprehend its purport, then, and know I may in no wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman .

dcxxvi.Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so he assigned her a lodging of the apartments

of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to

his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines

and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif called for her lute and bade her sing. So she

improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:.Abbas (El) and the King's Daughter of Baghdad, iii.

53..King, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.Then said El Aziz to the King

of Baghdad, "I would fain speak a word to thee; but do thou not exclude from us those who are present. If thou consent unto my wish, that which is

ours shall be thine and that which is incumbent on thee shall be incumbent on us, (121) and we will be to thee a mighty aid against all enemies and

opposites." Quoth Ins ben Cais, "Say what thou wilt, O King, for indeed thou excellest in speech and attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest"

So El Aziz said to him," I desire that thou give thy daughter Mariyeh in marriage to my son El Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is
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gifted of beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and how he beareth himself in the frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the

stead of smiting and thrusting." "By Allah, O king," answered Ins ben Cais, "of my love for Mariyeh, I have appointed her disposal to be in her

own hand; wherefore, whomsoever she chooseth of the folk, I will marry her to him.".The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and

Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad,

meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath

despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the

Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head,

weeping..The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it was night, he took his

elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee

weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew up,

I and she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her and take my fill of her till

the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.? ? ? ? ? I see yon like unto mankind in favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in

fashion and in deed..Then they fell to journeying night and day, and as they went, behold, they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So El

Abbas enquired thereof and was told that it was the camp of the Benou Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep and cattle, such as filled the

earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of El Abbas, upon whom they still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay

them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope with them. When El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted from his courser and his

servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the victual and ate their sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then said the prince to Aamir,

"Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw water for us in thy water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".? ? ? ? ? She gives me to drink

of her cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst of the fires that my heart devour..As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew

long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his

friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly

with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door

and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast

himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question

belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he,

'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth

his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people deny?.6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble

for birling at the wine, Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship,

wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king

sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of

them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods

and set over them who should keep watch over them..? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk wherewith

they set on me..114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.30. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.She

passed the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal!

Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted

him with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man

took them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the

food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old

man looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the

Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? l. The Three Men and our Lord Jesus dcccci.77 The Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.When the king heard this,

his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".So they gat them raiment of wool and

clothing themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some days had passed over them, they became weak

for hunger and repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to his father of

weariness and hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and

now there is no means of returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but I will counsel thee of

somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take me and go with me to the market and sell me and

take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,'

asked the prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou

wert king, thou wouldst require me of service.'.? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I; Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's

none with me can vie..? ? ? ? ? An you'd of evil be quit, look that no evil yon do; Nay, but do good, for the like God will still render to you..148.
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The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of

various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his

hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when the

merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered

the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the

table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with

ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..O friends, the East wind waxeth, the morning draweth near, iii. 123..? ? ? ? ?

c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.When El Muradi heard of his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord, we

are not assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth the

prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young

Damascene from place to place till he came up with him in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a

rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried

out for succour, but none succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day

thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his

hand..Then her case changed and her colour paled; and when Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight, she repaired to her mother and told her that

the lady Mariyeh refused meat and drink. "Since when hath this befallen her?" asked the queen, and Shefikeh answered, "Since yesterday;" whereat

the queen was confounded and betaking herself to her daughter, that she might enquire into her case, found her as one dead. So she sat down at her

head and Mariyeh opened her eyes and seeing her mother sitting by her, sat up for shamefastness before her. The queen questioned her of her case

and she said, "I entered the bath and it stupefied me and weakened me and left an exceeding pain in my head; but I trust in God the Most High that

it will cease.".? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.Meanwhile, the Lady

Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came,

weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed her for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I'm the

keeper of the promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.So he opened

to me and I went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee;

else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will

acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell

me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the

issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while, [without farther

news]..13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dccoc.51. The Thief and the

Money-changer dcv.The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..?STORY OF THE OLD SHARPER..? ? ? ? ? q. The

Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.As for the king, he arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to the house of Firouz and knocked at the door.

Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's master." So she opened the door and he entered

and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God] from this visitation, for indeed I deem not well thereof."

And the king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy husband's master and methinks thou knowest me not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my

lord and master, and I know thy purpose and that which thou seekest and that thou art my husband's lord. I understand what thou wishest, and

indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses, in reference to thy case:.Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii.

53..When Selim found himself in that sorry plight and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune,

in that he had been a king and was now returned to shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented and recited the following

verses:.When this came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself went

out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his

dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God the

Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..? ? ? ? ? Would

God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.Eleventh Officer's

Story, The, ii. 175..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother xxxi.31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.When the princess heard this her

slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and was like to depart the world. Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee

of somewhat that is not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that thou watch over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment of

His commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace and the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I

deem not he will live after me, and if God the Most High decree against him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and

bury us both in one grave.".Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..King Shehriyar marvelled at these things and Shehrzad said to

him, "Thou marvelledst at that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there befallen the kings of the Chosroes before thee what was more
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grievous than that which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which betided khalifs and kings and others than they with their

women, but the exposition is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have already told thee] is sufficiency for the man of

understanding and admonishment for the wise.".115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dcix."O elder," added

she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from it]?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare

thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not consent to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I

am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not, I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be

assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have made myself known to thee and have bidden thee

beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".? ? ? ? ? They left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.When she had made an end

of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by the ordinance of God the Most High and His

providence and this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she came to a spacious place, where she

enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that

was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover,

she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise

she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was bruited

abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her

heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she

sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The

king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine

occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer

him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..? ? ? ? ? Whenas

in body ye from us are far removed, would God I knew who shall to us himself with news of you present!.Algates ye are our prey become; this

many a day and night, iii. 6..When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With all my heart.' So he

went, till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent beside a great tree; and she betook

herself to a place beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover]. Then said she to her husband, 'I

desire to mount this tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she cried out and buffeted her face,

saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.' And she repeated her speech twice and thrice..? ?

? ? ? I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, What time my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..First Officer's Story, The, ii.

122..Bunducdari (El) and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers, ii. 117..Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and,

iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvi.The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber and said, 'By Allah, that is my lady

Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the door at the

Commander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and rising up, he said to him,

'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the Commander of the

Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to

the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief eunuch answered,

saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then

said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O

queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and

sang the following verses:.Then he gave the cup to the Khalif, saying, "Drink [and may] health and soundness [attend it]! It doth away disease and

bringeth healing and setteth the runnels of health abroach.".Presently, the chief workman came to the palace and sought an audience of the king,

who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of

the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58) The

work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us

and there remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto

each who had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and

chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have

builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it and

viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk

about them, so they might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands had wroughten..When the king heard this story, he

smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it,

They straight would humble themselves to her and prone before her fall..Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..? ? ? ? ? t. The
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two Pigeons dxcvii.Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in

her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had

taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its light was as the

light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the

jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the Commander of the Faithful.'.? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they

went.When Jemreh heard her words, she knew that, if she let her not down, she would assuredly destroy herself. So she said to her, 'O Tuhfeh,

between thee and them are a thousand fathoms; but I will bring them up to thee.' 'Nay,' answered Tuhfeh, 'needs must I go down to them and take

my pleasance in the island and look upon the sea anear; then will we return, thou and I; for that, if thou bring them up to us, they will be affrighted

and there will betide them neither easance nor gladness. As for me, I do but wish to be with them, that they may cheer me with their company

neither give over their merrymaking, so haply I may make merry with them, and indeed I swear that needs must I go down to them; else will I cast

myself upon them.' And she cajoled Jemreh and kissed her hands, till she said, 'Arise and I will set thee down beside them.'.? ? ? ? ? Fortune its

arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL

SITT EL MILAH. (1).10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? q.

The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared lest she

should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and going up

to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I

found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I deem the

king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but for the

king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those who

should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found her not..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth

guide to all that's fair and fine.".Awake, Asleep and, i. 5..? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you,

but longing still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's

Honour ccxcvii.I did as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at

that which hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed

six nights in each month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down

thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress

was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep

there, and before I was aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could

not win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for,

as often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went.

This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with

me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore

and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the

husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy

woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray for him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the

villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole.

Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in

that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother.
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