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When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall overcome mine enemy

by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am King

Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his stirrup, to do him honour, and

said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I put my trust in God the Most

High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee that which is in our power and

whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers and the most in

favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination of the people, all of them, is to

thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.113. The Angel of Death with the Proud King and the Devout Man

cccclxii.When three nights had passed over her with their days of the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then she

resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her

and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell out concerning

whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment and

understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was

a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her, till

she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the

kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the

people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..God, Of Trust in, i. 114..? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became

The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or

live, that we may hope again thy sight?".THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER. (174).Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii.

211.Now there remained one after her; so we took her and drowned her and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the river with the

boat till we came to the mouth of the canal, where I saw my mistress awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat and returned to our pavilion on

Er Rauzeh. Then I rewarded the boatman and he took his boat and went away; whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend in need."

(189) And I abode with her some days; but the shock wrought upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting away and redoubled in

languishment and weakness till she died. I mourned for her with an exceeding mourning and buried her; after which I removed all that was in the

pavilion to my own house [and abandoned the former]..When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned

the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain

down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's

continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs

must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at

fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the

king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in

thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..Then they ate and the tables were removed and they washed their hands; after which

Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the place and with thy presence enlightenest and

embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath spread its wings for departure and there abideth

thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its strings on rare wise, played thereon after a

wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were present as if the palace stirred with them for the music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted

the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? A moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks

and his forehead shine clear..When the king heard this story, he was fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and to leave haste in an affair

whereof he was not assured; so he comforted him and bade him withdraw to his lodging..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT

AND THE KING..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and

gay..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and

obedience. Know, O king, that.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his

word, till the end of the day, when he gave [those who were present] leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state

departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him and calling down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity],

walked in attendance upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where he found candles lighted and lamps burning

and singing-women smiting [on instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in

truth Commander of the Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a

great table, spread with the richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill, when he called one of the slave-girls and
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said to her, "What is thy name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh."

Then said he to a third, "What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to question the damsels of their names, one after

another, [till he had made the round of them all], when he rose from that place and removed to the wine-chamber..91. The Loves of Abou Isa and

Curret el Ain dclxxviii.When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service

and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of

honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest

concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman,

endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.131. The Queen of the Serpents

cccclxxxii.Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so he assigned her a lodging of the

apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif

sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of]

the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif called for her lute and bade

her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:.One of the host am I of lovers sad and

sere, ii. 252..El Abbas went in and passed from place to place and chamber to chamber, till he came to the chamber aforesaid and espied the portrait

of Mariyeh, whereupon he fell down in a swoon and the workmen went to his father and said to him, "Thy son El Abbas hath swooned away." So

the king came and finding the prince cast down, seated himself at his head and bathed his face with rose-water. After awhile he revived and the

king said to him, "God keep thee, (60) O my son! What hath befallen thee?" "O my father," answered the prince, "I did but look on yonder picture

and it bequeathed me a thousand regrets and there befell me that which thou seest." Therewithal the king bade fetch the [chief] painter, and when

he stood before him, he said to him, "Tell me of yonder portrait and what girl is this of the daughters of the kings; else will I take thy head." "By

Allah, O king," answered the painter, "I limned it not, neither know I who she is; but there came to me a poor man and looked at me. So I said to

him, 'Knowest thou the art of painting?' And he replied, 'Yes.' Whereupon I gave him the gear and said to him, 'Make us a rare piece of work.' So

he wrought yonder portrait and went away and I know him not neither have I ever set eyes on him save that day.".Lavish of House and Victual to

one whom he knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door

of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they

were occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth

he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them are

words and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves'

purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more

marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".Now the king was leaning back upon the cushion, when he

heard the man's words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah,

never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of

the affair, no, nor any of those who were in that assembly, save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother. (176).158. Ali Noureddin and

the Frank King's Daughter dccclxiii.As I sat one day in my shop, there came up to me a fair woman, as she were the moon at its rising, and with her

a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so the lady sat down on [the bench before] my shop and buying stuffs of me, paid down the

price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she said, "I know not her name." Quoth I, "Where is her abode?" "In heaven," answered the

slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so when doth she ascend to heaven and where is the ladder by which she goeth up?" Quoth the

girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah." (182) Then said I, "I am a

dead man, without recourse; "but she replied, "Have patience, for needs must she return unto thee and buy stuffs of thee yet again." "And how

cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth her with an exceeding love," answered she, "and is

wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".Then he bade fetch the youth; so they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O base of origin,

out on thee! Thy term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is not in your

word nor in your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the forehead; wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it come to

pass, and neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to King

Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his son?" And the youth said, "O king,.Then said Queen Es Shuhba,

'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.'

'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she

hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest

of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in many

modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us bread and the locusts ate it;

so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.'
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Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at this, for mice do more

than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating

the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a

cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the youth's good flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor,"

added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the king's son who fell in love with the picture.".Jest of a Thief, A Merry,

ii. 186..He found it every way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and

ate thereof after the measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat. Then he sat and

the singers also seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the slave-girls, some

of them, sat and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness of the songs,

whilst the pipes cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was cheered and

his breast dilated. So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging

this one and kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..'It is told of a certain doughty

thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would

flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question,

and this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is

with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and

take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go."

But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".Meanwhile, El Abbas

abode with his cousin Akil twenty days, after which he made ready for the journey to Baghdad and letting bring the booty he had gotten of King

Zuheir, divided it between himself and his cousin. Then he set out for Baghdad, and when he came within two days' journey of the city, he called

his servant Aamir and bade him mount his charger and forego him with the baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir [took horse and] fared on till he

came to Baghdad, and the season of his entering was the first of the day; nor was there little child or hoary old man in the city but came forth to

divert himself with gazing on those flocks and herds and upon the goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were amazed at what they saw.

Presently the news reached the king that the young man El Abbas, who had gone forth from him, was come back with herds and rarities and slaves

and a mighty host and had taken up his sojourn without the city, whilst his servant Aamir was presently come to Baghdad, so he might make ready

dwelling- places for his lord, wherein he should take up his abode..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.So the old woman

returned to the lover and said to him, "I have skilfully contrived the affair for thee with her; [and now it behoveth us to amend that we have

marred]. So go now and sit with the draper and bespeak him of the turban-cloth, [saying, 'The turban-cloth I bought of thee I chanced to burn in

two places; so I gave it to a certain old woman, to get mended, and she took it and went away, and I know not her dwelling-place.'] When thou

seest me pass by, rise and lay hold of me [and demand of me the turban-cloth], to the intent that I may amend her case with her husband and that

thou mayst be even with her." So he repaired to the draper's shop and sat down by him and said to him, "Thou knowest the turban-cloth I bought of

thee?" "Yes," answered the draper, and the other said, "Knowest thou what is come of it?" "No," replied the husband, and the youth said, "After I

bought it of thee, I fumigated myself (58) and it befell that the turban-cloth was burnt in two places. So I gave it to a woman, whose son, they said,

was a fine-drawer, and she took it and went away with it; and I know not her abiding-place." When the draper heard this, he misdoubted him [of

having wrongly suspected his wife] and marvelled at the story of the turban-cloth, and his mind was set at ease concerning her..One day the

Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted

him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke

him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the

readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love

for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the

young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant,

erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to

Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif

said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no

tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted

him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..Thou that wast absent from my

stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii. 46..[So he fared on towards them] and when he drew near unto them, he knew them and they knew him;

whereupon they lighted down from their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his safety and the folk flocked to him. When he came to his

father, they embraced and greeted each other a long time, whilst neither of them availed unto speech, for the greatness of that which betided them

of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade the folk mount; so they mounted and his mamelukes surrounded him and they entered Baghdad on the most
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magnificent wise and in the highest worship and glory..67. Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath ccclxxxv.On the morrow, he betook himself

to the shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer, 'May

God requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the woman, till

he came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped me

in the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist and

he repented of having taught him [how he should do] and misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going

away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I might

acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.' Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured that

he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195) and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..29. Maan

ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? "How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a lesson well

might trace;.The old man laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and

brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered

she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is called wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I

sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and

betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out

a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the

Jew and going into his house, brought him a lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a

window adjoining the other's house, so he might hear the singing..?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can

stand to us instead of thee..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and

magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities

and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires,

that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any

passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and

on this wise they abode days and months..? ? ? ? ? I shut myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies' despite, no

envious neighbour's hate..62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.I was once an officer in the household of

the Amir Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was invested with the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his

heart and he concealed from me nought of that which he purposed to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it

was reported to him that the daughter of such an one had wealth galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to

be private with her, and they passed the day eating and drinking in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence

to this story, but one night he summoned the watchmen of the quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew

enter the street in question one night; but know not for certain to whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and

note what place he entereth." So the watchman went out and kept his eye on the Jew..When it was the time of the evening meal, the king repaired to

the sitting-chamber and summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him; and the vizier said, "They avouch, O king, that.The

prefect released the man and gave him back all that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest and took forth of

the house treasures galore. Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up incontinent

against the wall of the house, whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a camel and

went round about the town with her. Thus God razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All this befell, whilst I

looked on, and I saw not my friend who had saved me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel. However, some days

afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me and went away..Then

she gave out among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she

decorated the city in his honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting

before him, [escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his

assembly; so they presented themselves before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget

the breeding of those who had foregone him of the kings..Meimoun was silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the

Jinn this day and to-night until the morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute and

Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and

improvising, sang the following verses:.So they dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise be

confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of them drew

the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with

this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi,
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"A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with

him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood,

for indeed he is wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..Then he folded the letter and

sealing it, delivered it to the damsel, who took it and carried it to her mistress. When the princess read the letter and apprehended its contents, she

said, "Meseemeth he recalleth to me that which I did aforetime." Then she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.77 The

Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me, then, to my loved one. Answer

nothing, but obey..Then they told the damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and

wept. She was moved to compassion for him and gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the

chamberlain and told him that she was in the king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her

and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour.

Now this old woman was goodly of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's

slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went

out and making her way to the palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.On this wise he continued to do for

the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him

and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of

their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place,

so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif

refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my

expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave

not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the

door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to

him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and

seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..When

Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the

fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she

appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner]

instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE LEARNED MAN..? ? ? ? ? If to my

favours thou aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach such madness can assain or what medicament?.When the king heard this story, he smiled

and it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.Chamberlain's Wife, The King

and his, ii. 53..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the vine-juice, let the cup 'twixt us go round, For in its drinking is my hope and all I hold most dear..? ? ? ? ? d.

The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.Now I was drunken and my clothes were drenched with the blood; and as I passed along the road, I

met a thief. When he saw me, he knew me and said to me, "Harkye, such an one!" "Well?" answered I, and he said, "What is that thou hast with

thee?" So I acquainted him with the case and he took the head from me. Then we went on till we came to the river, where he washed the head and

considering it straitly, said, "By Allah, this is my brother, my father's son. and he used to spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the head into the

river. As for me, I was like a dead man [for fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not neither grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".Now Ishac

had returned to his house upon an occasion that presented itself to him; and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like

whereof he had never heard in the world, for that it was [soft] as the breeze and richer (178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of

him and joyance overcame him, and he fell down aswoon in the vestibule, Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went

out to see what was to do. She found her lord Ishac lying aswoon in the vestibule; so she took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I

conjure thee in God's name, O my lord, tell me, hath aught befallen thee?' When he heard her voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her,

'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said to her, 'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had

forgotten thee and remembered thee not till now!' Then he looked at her and said, 'Indeed, thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to

rosiness and thou hast redoubled in beauty and lovesomeness. But was it thou who was singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and

answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the [promised] story; so he said, "It is

well. Know, O king, that.It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him

prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no

robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself;

so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look

into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..When

El Melik ez Zahir heard Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in bygone
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days..The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep

not for fear of death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of

horrors and that thy death should be this abject death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me

was forewrit to me and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they

passed that night and the following day and the next night and the next day [in the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death

and could but groan feebly..6. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif El Mamoun xciv.When she had made an end of her song, she

threw the lute from her hand and wept, whilst the old man wept for her weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to herself,

filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink, after which she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted the following

verses:.Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i.

80.."Away with him from me! Who is at the door?" "Kutheiyir Azzeh," (52) replied Adi, and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes ... "

[And he repeated the following verses:].When Er Reshid heard this, he was sore chagrined and waxed exceeding wroth and said, "Shall this happen

in a city wherein I am?" And the Hashimi vein (42) started out between his eyes. Then he bade fetch Jaafer, and when he came before him, he

acquainted him with the matter and said to him, "Shall this come to pass in my city and I have no news of it?" Then he bade Jaafer fetch all whom

the young Damascene had named [as having maltreated him], and when they came, he let smite off their heads. Moreover, he summoned him

whom they called Ahmed and who had been the means of the young man's deliverance a first time and a second, and thanked him and showed him

favour and bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and invested him with the governance over his city. (43).77. King Kisra Anoushirwan

and the Village Damsel ccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police

dcv.61. Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried

from her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and

their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their

mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it

might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the

merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his

feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of

whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no

ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..At

eventide the king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the story of the fuller and his wife." "With all

my heart," answered the vizier. So he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the

fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy;

after which she improvised and sang the following verses:.20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.? ? ? ? ? O

thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and verses thereanent..? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing still is

fain To bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..59. The Enchanted Horse Night cclvii.Now the king had a brother, who envied him

and would fain have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took

counsel with certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So

the king's brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon

him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder

vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and

committeth to him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have

a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I

mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.Then he went away, whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he

shut his shop and betaking himself to his house, knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.'

'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered

and went straight to the chest, but found it empty. Then he went round about the house and searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and

no one and abode between belief and disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her

innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they abode on their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave

him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and going away, passed the night in his lodging..Therewithal Noureddin's life was troubled; so he

arose and donned his clothes, and his host said, "Whither away this night, O my lord?" Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my lodging, and

to-morrow I will betake myself to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful and demand my slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning," said the other,

"and go not forth at the like of this hour." But he answered, "Needs must I go;" and the host said to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of God." So

Noureddin went forth, and drunkenness had got the mastery of him, wherefore he threw himself down on [a bench before one of] the shops. Now
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the watch were at that hour making their round and they smelt the sweet scent [of essences] and wine that exhaled from him; so they made for it

and found the youth lying on the bench, without sense or motion. They poured water upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried him to the

house of the Chief of the Police and he questioned him of his affair. "O my lord," answered Noureddin, "I am a stranger in this town and have been

with one of my friends. So I came forth from his house and drunkenness overcame me.".Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..When Dabdin heard this,

he burnt with rage and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy

continuance! Indeed, the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of

the trackless deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the

king shall be free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king,

'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away,

and he forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the desert, left her there without victual or water

and returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..There

was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed

them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew

feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for

that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this

wise she abode a while of time.
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